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Course Obj ectives

The following course objectives introduce students to history as a subject and a
methodology. In doing so, even simply reviewing this syllabus on the first day of class
begins an ongoing examination of traditional questions, views, content, and assumptions.
This syllabus suggests that the course will include not only new knowledge and ideas but
also new theoretical models. The third objective suggests a key theme of the course that
is particularly well suited to a multicultural approach to history: what does it mean to be
an“ American” ?

This course is a survey of United States history with particul ar
enphasis on social, political, cultural, and econom c devel opnents from
coloni zation to the Civil War. The course has three nmmjor objectives.

The first is that students learn the basic chronol ogy of events,
fam liarizing thenselves with inportant trends and players in the
political, econonic, and social arenas.

The second is that students learn to think historically. Historians do
not just verify facts; they argue with one another over what the facts
are and what they nean. It is inportant that students know certain
dates or nanes, but they are only engaged in historical study when they
have the skills to argue about the neanings of those dates and the
significance of those names. Through in-class and out-of-class witten
exerci ses and cl ass di scussion, students will practice anal yzing pi eces
of historical evidence, such as autobi ographi es and other prinmary
sources of evidence (found in the Weel er and Becker text). The exans
will test the students’ success at learning the material and at
mastering these historical skills. Through witten exercises and cl ass
di scussion, students will practice analyzing pieces of historica

evi dence, such as autobi ographies and other prinmary sources of

evi dence.

The third objective is that students come to recogni ze historica
variety in the Anerican society: people of different races,

ethnicities, and religions, of different classes and regions, and of
both sexes. We will be looking at their struggles to define thenselves
and this country up to the Gvil War.

Requi r ed Books

Al an Brinkl ey, The Unfinished Nation

Janes C. Seaver, editor, A Narrative of the Life of Ms. Mary Jeni son
A audah Equi ano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of O audah

Equi ano

W1 liam Weel er and Susan Becker, Discovering the American Past (Vol.l)




Students are required to attend all classes and participate actively in
di scussions. The final grade will be | owered when a student exceeds
three absences. Make-up or late work will not be accepted except in
extrene circunstances. Should such circunstances arise, it is your
responsibility to discuss the situation with nme and work out an

arrangenent to make up the m ssed work. It is the student’s
responsibility to acquire lecture notes fromfellow students for nissed
| ectures. |If you have a situation that needs special consideration

such as a physical challenge or a learning disability, you nust bring
docunentation of it to me and di scuss alternative arrangenments to
acconmodat e your needs ahead of tinme. Dates for dropping the course
and registration rules are announced in the college catal og and shoul d
be followed closely. Al graded work nust be your own. Any incidents
of academ ¢ misconduct will be defined and dealt with in accordance
with the policies stated in the Student Code of Conduct.

This syllabus is subject to nodification

G adi ng

The assessments of student learning below indicate an appreciation for diverse learning
styles as well as the importance of multiple methods of assessment. As a multicultural
experience, this course attempts to involve the students' knowledge and experiences as an
active part of both lectures and discussions. The methods for determining grades are
also varied.

The student’s grade for the course will determ ned by:

1. Exam Results (3 Exans)

The written exams are designed to insure that students are learning the narrative of
American history, but they do more than just this. The exams are also designed to
encourage students to think historically. The identification questions include a
discussion of the significance of each item — this gets the students to think analytically
and begin connecting items with larger trendsin American history.

- Exanms will be essay in nature and will be witten in a bluebook in
class. Exam#1 is scheduled for Septenber 30 and will cover Cultures
in Contact, colonial Virginia, and New England Puritanism It is worth

15 points. Exam#2 is schedul ed for Novenber 4 and will cover the
Anerican Revol ution, the first party system and the fornmation of an

Anerican nationality. It is worth 15 points. The student will be
asked to answer shorter identification questions and a | onger essay on
the first two exams. The final examw ||l be given during Final Exam

Week (Decenber 9-14) and will be worth 30 points. The student will be
asked to wite shorter identification answers, a |longer essay on the
last third of the course, and a | onger conprehensive essay. The exact
nature of these exans will be discussed in nore detail as the test

dat es approach.



The cumulative essay question noted above addresses the relationship between diversity

and democracy by requiring students to analyze the basic values and principles of

Americans as expressed in their key political documents. The question typically asked is:
The Declaration of Independence declared that “ all men are created equal [and)]
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights [ such as]
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” How successful were Americans, both
before and after the Declaration of Independence, in living up to these ideals? In
answering this question, focus on issues of socioeconomic, racial, and gender

equality.

2. Two Formal Papers based on the assigned autobi ographies

The essays provide students the opportunity to approach topics from angles that interest
them. The essay assignments also encourage the students to think critically in terms of
making arguments based on primary evidence.

- The paper based on O audah Equi ano is due Septenber 20. The paper
based on Mary Jemi son is due October 30. Each should be 3-4 pages in
| engt h.

- The title of each formal paper should be a question, and the question
should neet the following two criteria: it should relate to a ngjor
thene in American history, and it should give you an opportunity to
draw on material fromthe autobiographies in your effort to answer the
questi on.

The first paragraph in each of your essays should answer the
question in your title briefly. Do not hold back — be direct and give
your answer at the outset.

In the body of the essay, explain yourself in detail and present
evi dence in support of your answer. |In this part of the essay, cite
t he autobi ography. Quote it briefly, or refer to facts contained in
it, but in either case provide the page nunmber. This part of your
essay shoul d be approximately three pages, with four or so paragraphs.

In your final paragraph, return to your thesis — the answer you
gave to the question — and expand upon it, explaining why you think the
i ssue you chose to discuss is inportant for the history of the United
St at es.

- Grading Formula for the Formal Papers
Each paper will be graded according to the follow ng 10-point
scale. Partial credit will be available in each category.

1) FOUR points will be awarded to papers that present an
i nsightful argunent related to major themes in American
hi story.

2) TWO points will be granted to papers that use evidence
effectively and contain a close, careful exam nation of the
assi gned aut obi ographies, with citations.

3) TWD points will be awarded to papers that are well organized
with an openi ng paragraph setting forth a coherent thesis, and
the renai nder of the paper designed to support your clains.

4) TWO points will be granted to papers that are witten
grammatically, without spelling errors, run-on sentences or
sentence fragnments, and without other granmatical mi stakes.



3. Discussion

The discussion assignments introduce students to a variety of topics in more detail by
examining primary evidence. The students use the Wheeler and Becker text to examine
primary documents and draw conclusions from them. For each discussion session, |
begin with a brief writing assignment based on a question asked prior to class. After
collecting the assignments, | usually begin with small group work that allows students to
express themselves more freely (without worrying about my reaction or speaking in front
of 30 students). The class then meets as a large group to share their ideas and
conclusions. The discussion sessions are designed to allow the free sharing of power and
ideas in open and frank participation.

- Over the course of the semester, 10 class sessions will be devoted to
di scussion. On these days, classes will begin with an “attendance
ticket” — a short written response to a question based on the prinary
evi dence assigned for the day. The questions listed below with the
dates of each discussion session will help prepare you for the question
that will be asked. Your discussion grade will be based on attendance
and your response to the question asked at the start of class. There
are a total of 20 discussion points, or 2 points per session (based on
attendance and attendance ticket).

- These questions bel ow have three purposes: 1) to help focus your nind
and to help you think historically as you do the reading, 2) to prepare
you for the “attendance ticket,” and 3) to prepare you to participate

i n di scussions.

- The tentative cal endar for discussion sessions is:
- Septenber 4: Cortez and Mntezuma (W&B, Chapter 1)
o Based on the evidence presented, how might md-17'"-
century European have vi ewed Native Americans? Wy?
Sept enber 13: O audah Equi ano
0 Prepare three possible questions for your essay, which
i s due Septenber 20. After each question, list the
ki nds of evidence you mi ght use to answer the question
i ncl udi ng page nunbers.
- Septenber 23: Anne Hutchinson (W&B, Chapter 2)
o | nmagine you were present at the trial of Hutchinson
Wite a letter to an imaginary friend in Europe
descri bi ng the Hutchi nson incident.
- Cctober 7: The Boston Massacre (W&B, Chapter 4)
0 Prepare a case for either the prosecution or the
defense. Refer directly to key evidence and wi tnesses.
- Cctober 18: The First Anerican Party System (W&B, Chapter 5)
o Wiy did the 1794 Congressional election in Philadel phia
turn out the way it did?
-  Cctober 25: Mary Jenison
0 Prepare three possible questions for your essay, which
is due Cctober 30. After each question, list the kinds
of evidence you might use to answer the question
i ncl udi ng page nunbers.



- Novenber 11: Cherokee Renoval (W&B, Chapter 6)

0 Assess the alternatives to Cherokee renoval available to
Jackson. Coul d renoval have been avoi ded?

- Novenber 18: The Working Grls of Lowell (W&B, Chapter 7)

o |Inmagine that you are either a factory owner or a factory
girl. Discuss the advantages and di sadvantages of the
system

- Novenber 26: Slaves’ Stories (WB, Chapter 8)

0 How did slaves feel about slavery?

- Decenber 6: African Anerican Soldiers in the Gvil War (WB,
Chapter 10)

o0 What were the general argunments in the North and the

Sout h about using African Americans as sol diers?

Gradi ng Scal e

92-100 = A
90-92 = A-
88-90 = B+
82-88 =B
80-82 = B-
78-80 = C+
72-78 = C
70-72 = C
68-70 = D+
62-68 =D
60-62 = D
0-60 =F

Tent ati ve Cal endar for Lectures

August 28: Cultures in Contact (Brinkley, 1-18, 22, 25)
Septenber 6: Colonial Virginia (Brinkley, 19-22, 27-38, 50-1, 54-5,
61-2, 66-73, 78-9)
Sept enber 16: New Engl and Puritani sm (Brinkley, 41-9, 51-4, 62-5,
74-8, 79-82)
Sept ember 25: The Origins of the American Revolution (Brinkley, 94-121)
Cct ober 9: Rise of the American Party System (141-153, 155-169,172-177)
Cct ober 23: Formation of an American Nationality (Brinkley, 180-240)
Novenber 6: Jacksoni an America (Brinkley, 242-270)
Novenber 13: The North and the South (Brinkley, 310-334, 356-362)
Novenber 22: And the War Came (Brinkley, 364-418)

| nportant Dates
See above for due dates on W&B papers.

Sept enber 20: Fornmal Paper, O audah Equi ano
Sept ember 30: Exam #1

Cct ober 30: Formal Paper, Mary Jenison
Novenber 4: Exam #2

Decenber 9-14: Final Exam (TBA)



I include a sample outline of thefirst lecture | give in this course, “ Culturesin Contact,”
which usually takes me about one-and-a-half weeks to cover. | have made suggestionsin
the outline on how to cover the topic from a multi-cultural perspective. | am also working
on creating a file of visual documents to encourage student analysis throughout the
lectures. The course incorporates a combination of lecture and discussion classes. Even
during “ lectures,” the students are actively involved in the class as | ask them questions
and they have the opportunity to make comments. In this format, any number of diversity
issues are recognized and covered, always in a way that integrates the topics into the
course instead of treating them as “ add-ons.”

Cul tures in Contact
l. Introduction: “The Age of Di scovery”
a. Europe in 1492
b. Europe and the “Age of Discovery”
c. The New Wrld and the “Age of Discovery”
d. New World Policies of Europeans

Thefirst part of the lecture lends itself to self-identification. In studying the earliest
interactions between different culturesin the New World during the so-called “ Age of
Discovery,” students analyze how their perceptions of the world are shaped by
experiences, attitudes, and cultures. Students also examine stereotypes and their
influence. Third, students analyze how group member ship contributes to identity and
social power. Finally, students analyze behaviors that contribute to or diminish societal
tensions.

. The Spanish in the New World

a. Christopher Col unbus

b. The Conqui st adors

c. Spanish Policy in the New Wrld

d. The Spanish and the (present day) United States
I1l. The French in the New Wirld

a. Introduction

b. French Explorers

c. French Policy in the New Worl d

The second and third sections of the lecture address the appreciation of diversity and its
value. In doing so, studentswill recognize the contributions of different culturesto the
history of America and the United Sates from the very beginning. Also, students will
analyze how stereotypes, often based in misunderstanding, lead to fear and mistrust.

I V. Early English Efforts to Col onize the New Worl d
a. Incentives to Col onize

b. Early Attenpts at Col oni zation

After thefirst lectureisfinished, the first Wheeler and Becker assignment isdue. The
discussion is based on the question listed above and focuses on promoting a
consciousness of the diversity that existsin society. During this discussion, students
identify and discuss cultural diversity in the United States. They also discuss the
ramifications for societiesthat are intolerant. Finally, the primary documents included
for analysis in this assignment allow students examine the issue of privilege.



