
HIST 020 
The United States to 1877 

 
Dr. Norbert J. Mayr      Sec. 001  MW 10:00-10:50 A.M. 
          F   varies by group  
                          
Compressed schedule:   Sec. 1  meets at 12:15 P.M. 
 
Office: Library #15            Office Hours: 8am-8:30am TR 
                                                     8 am-11 am MWF 
                                                     and by appointment 
Phone: 963-2665  (Office) 
 587-3847  (Home) 
email: njm5@psu.edu 
 
Published in non-print form on http://www.sn.psu.edu/courses/njm5/index.html 
 
Dr. Mayr’s Teaching Portfolio on http://www.sn.psu.edu/courses/njm5/portfolio/portfolio.htm 
 
Text books: Tindall and Shi, America  vol I; S. B. Oates,  The Fires of Jubilee; and M. Shaara, The Killer 
Angels. Due to the high cost of texts you may want to look for the latter two paperbacks at a used bookstore or 
share your copy with a friend. Students are also required to purchase the Libris volume of selected material 
dealing with diversity issues in America’s past. 
 

Course Description 
 
History 020 is a survey course covering the history of the United States of America to 1877. Due to the 
tremendous amount of material to be covered in this course the lectures and discussions on Mondays and 
Wednesdays will deal with the events and developments that took place during this period. On Fridays, the class 
will be separated into discussion groups of 10-12 students who will meet to discuss the weekly reading 
assignment in the Libris volume to help them gain an understanding of the rich diversity that is part of America’s 
past. 
 
The lectures and discussions will emphasize the political, diplomatic, and economic aspects of U.S. history. Other 
facets, such as racial, cultural, and religious perspectives, are treated in the assigned reading and the Friday 
discussion sections. Each Monday and Wednesday class period will consist of approximately forty minutes of 
lectures and discussions with a short period set aside at the beginning of the class to take care of housekeeping 
chores and clearing up questions that still might linger from the preceding class period or from the assigned 
reading.  

 
Course Objectives 

 
1. Through the lectures, in-class discussion, assigned reading, and the written work acquaint students with 

the patterns of the evolution of the United States from a European outpost to a viable nation state. 

2. Formulate and apply definitions such as culture, civilization, race, society, and state. 

3. Identify the characteristics of the various periods of development in U.S. history and analyze the factors 
that brought about changes from one epoch to another. 



4. Evaluate the role leaders and significant personalities played in affecting the direction the U.S. took during 
the period under discussion. 

5. Evaluate the role minorities, grass-root movements and populist aspirations played in weaving the 
American social fabric. 

6. Develop the ability to analyze situations, issues, and events historically by identifying their causes, crucial 
elements and themes, supporting this analysis with adequate historical data. 

On the last day of regular classes all students will be asked to fill out evaluation forms rating the performance of 
the instructor. The evaluations will remained sealed until after the final grades have been assigned. 

Tests, Papers, Grading 
 
There will be two mid-terms, a final, and one paper assignment. The final will account for 40% of the course grade, 
mid-term and papers will count for 20% each. Grades will be assigned on the ten point system (91-100=A, 81-
90=B, etc.). If any student feels that he/she has been slighted in a grade, please contact me to have the work re-
checked. If, after this consultation, you are still dissatisfied with the grade I will advise you on what further action 
you may take to have your grievance redressed. In case you have received a grade better than you consider due 
you, light a candle in thanksgiving. 
 
A review section will be held before each test to help students prepare for the “ordeal.” Students are encouraged 
to attend these sections, but can bring their questions to me during regular office hours. All students receiving a 
failing grade on either of the midterms are required to see me during office hours to discuss ways to improve the 
student's performance—this is NOT OPTIONAL. 
 
The paper is expected to be 4,000 to 5,000 words in length (eight to ten double-spaced pages) and will have to be 
done on a word processor. Instructions as to the nature of the paper will be furnished well in advance of the 
assigned due date. 
 
Please note: Turning in a draft of the paper is mandatory 
 



The Honor Code is in Effect for all Assignments 
 
Academic Integrity: All students are expected to act with civility, personal integrity; respect other students' dignity, 
rights and property; and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of 
their own efforts.  An environment of academic integrity is requisite to respect for self and others and a civil 
community. 
 
Academic integrity includes a commitment to not engage in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation or 
deception.  Such acts of dishonesty include cheating or copying, plagiarizing, submitting another persons' work as 
one's own, using Internet sources without citation, fabricating field data or citations, "ghosting" (taking or having 
another student take an exam), stealing examinations, tampering with the academic work of another student, 
facilitating other students' acts of academic dishonesty, etc. 
 
Students charged with a breach of academic integrity will receive due process and, if the charge is found valid, 
academic sanctions may range, depending on the severity of the offense, from F for the assignment to F for the 
course. 
 
The University's statement on academic integrity, from which the above statement is drawn, is available at 
http://www.psu.edu/dept/oue/aappm/G-9.html 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 1) STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO KEEP A SEPARATE NOTE BOOK FOR THIS COURSE. 
2) ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AND MONITORED. 

 
 

Schedule and Reading Assignments 
(The rationale for the Friday discussions is given in Italics after each 

week’s assignment) 
 
Week 1 MW Introduction, Housekeeping, Background 
 F Group warm-ups  
 
Explain the mechanics of this course, describe the goals of a diversity-focused course, give examples why such 
courses are needed, have students do the self-assessment, divide the students into groups and clarify other 
issues. 
 
Week 2 MW: The New European Frontier and Tindall, Chapter 2 
 Britain's Empire 
 F “Native American Indians” The Founding of the Iroquois League 
 
Make sure that students understand that Christopher Columbus did not “discover” America, make sure they are 
fully aware that the American Indian people had very distinct, and in some cases, sophisticated cultures. 
 
Week 3 MW Land and People Tindall, Chapter 3 
 F “Others” A Letter from an Indentured Servant in Virginia 
 
Reading and discussion deals with the issue of privilege and property in the colonies. 
 
Week 4 MW  Mercantilism Tindall, Chapter 4 
 F “Religious Alternatives” 1698: A Quaker’s Account of Pennsylvania 



 
Even though the colonies (at least in New England) were founded to create “The City on the Hill” that would allow 
colonists to escape religious persecution in England, there was by no means religious freedom or toleration. The 
Quakers, more than any other group, suffered from this intolerance. 
 
Week 5 MW The Road to Revolution Tindall, Chapter 5 
 F  “Slavery in the South” 1780, 1791: Two Africans Recall Their Enslavement 
 
Much of the Southern economy was based on slave labor. What was it like to be a slave in Virginia and in South 
Carolina? 
 
Week 6 MW The American Revolution: Causes Tindall, Chapter 6 

and Consequences  
F “Role of Slaves in the Revolution” March 14, 1780: Blacks Petition Against Taxation 
 Without Representation 

 
Free Blacks in the colonies were very much involved in the political discourse of pre-revolutionary America. 
 
Week 7 MW Toward a More Perfect Union Tindall, Chapter 7 
 F “Free Blacks” Excerpts from Sojourner Truth Ain’t I A Woman? 
 
How was slavery ended in the Northern states after the Revolution? The process of emancipation in such states 
as New York was neither easy nor fast, and it carried with it its own difficulties and brought about a great deal of 
misery,  heart ache, and engendered a legacy of hatred. 
 
Week 8  MW The Federalists and Jeffersonians Tindall, Chapter 8-9 

 F “The Western Tribes” 1804–1806: Selection from Original Journals of the 
  Lewis & Clark Expedition 
 

More evidence that the Native American tribes were not mindless savages, and that some (the Nez Perce, for 
example) seem to have been more peaceful and gentle than the European newcomers. 
 
Week 9 MW Growth, Nationalism, Sectionalism Tindall, Chapter 12 
 F ‘Dealing with American Indian Tribes” Readings from the Trail of Tears 
 
The Cherokees were moved forcibly from the ancestral lands in Georgia, the Carolinas, and Northern Florida to 
reservations in the Indian Territories (in Oklahoma). Prodded along by the US Army, one in three died along the 
way. 
 
Week 10 MW Jacksonian Democracy Tindall, Chapter 11 
 F “Poverty” 1838: William Shaw’s Account of Child Labor in  
  Pennsylvania Textile Mills  
 
America was not paradise to everybody who came here. This section gives an excellent account of how the rich 
exploited the poor.  
 
Week 11 MW Antebellum America, Revival  Tindall, Chapter 13 and Reform. 

F “Women’s Rights” 1848: The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 



 and Resolutions 
 

Angelina Grimke called marriage and the traditional role women played in society “domestic slavery,” and held that 
“it is a women's right to have a voice in all laws by which she is governed, whether in church or state.” Such 
stalwartness was the underlying sentiment upon which the first Women’s rights convention was called. 
 
Week 12 MW Manifest Destiny and Slavery Tindall, Chapter 14 
 F “The Peculiar Institution” 1854: Solomon Northup, on Work in the Cotton   
  Fields 
 
Slavery was neither as benign as shown in Gone with the Wind, nor as uniformly atrocious as portrayed in Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. This selection gives a more balanced view that none-the-less shows the debilitating horrors of 
slavery without distracting hyperbole. 
 
Week 13 MW The Bonds of Union Loosen Tindall, Chapter 15 
 F “The Argument over Slavery” 1857: George Fitzhugh, Cannibals All! 
  1847: Frederick Douglass, Editorial from North Star  
  
In the ante-bellum period the pro-slavery and the abolitionist side tried to put forward rational arguments showing 
why their group’s recommendations should be heeded. 
 
Week 14 MW The Crisis of the Union: The Tindall, Chapter 16 

 American Civil War 
 F “Black Soldier in the Civil War” February–April 1865: Black Soldiers Seize the  
  Confederate Capitol 

 
A quarter million African- Americans served in the Union Army, and one in five would become a casualty of the 
war. Freedom was not a gift handed by white Northerners to Southern slaves, but in many instances it came about 
because many former slaves and free blacks paid the ultimate price for liberty. 
 
Week 15 MW Reconstructing the Union Tindall, Chapter 17 
 F “Radical Reconstruction” 1866: Frederick Douglass, “Reconstruction” 
 
Carpetbaggers and Scalawags or Reformers and Idealists? The Dunning School versus the Revisionists. 
 
Week 16 Review, housekeeping, individual interviews, office visits, and final examination 
 
Self-assessment survey, private comparisons, individual interviews, final examination. 
 


