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FUTURE 
(HIS AND OURS) 

Dear colleagues,

I have had the privilege of serving on the 
Faculty Development Committee (FDC) 
for the past decade as a member, secretary, 
and chair (following former leaders such 
as David Wright and Becky Steinberger). 
FDC—which used to oversee Summer 
Research and Conference Travel Grants—
shi� ed its focus from grant management 
to professional development workshops 
as Misericordia shi� ed from a college to a 
university.  

� e initiation of the Center for Excellence 
in Teaching and Learning (CETL) stemmed 
from Middle States recommendations that 
faculty needed an institutional resource to 
support teaching. As I transitioned from 
FDC Chair into CETL Director, I felt it was 
critical that FDC members serve as the 
CETL advisory board to continue leading 
faculty development activities. A� er years of 
discussion, FDC members and I proposed an 
o�  cial uni� cation that would be re� ected in 
the titles of both entities. 

So, welcome to the Center for Faculty 
Professional Development (formerly 
known as CETL) which is advised by 
the Faculty Professional Development 
Committee (formerly known as FDC). � e 
name change re� ects that our activities 
encompass more than just teaching and 
include mentoring, advising, scholarship, 
and other faculty issues. We partner with 

When he is not 
writing the fate of 
our future in his 
dystopian � ction 
series, Okla Elliott 
can be found 
writing and 
translating poetry, 
plays, and 
biographies of 
religious and 

political � gures at local co� eehouses. His 
daily routine consists of writing 2-3 pages 
and editing 10 pages. His mantra is “slow 
and steady.”    

“People ask me: ‘where do you � nd the 
time?’ I just answer that I actually like doing 
it.  So many people complain about having 
to write, but I’m annoyed when I can’t.”

Okla is currently partnering with a New 
York telewriter to turn his dystopian � ction 

other campus agencies (such as the Library, 
CACE, Service Learning, Study Away, 
and Student A� airs) to o� er a variety of 
professional development opportunities 
and advertise them here in this newsletter.  
Although our name is di� erent, our goal 
remains the same: to serve our colleagues 
through educational programs that will 
make our work as faculty richer, easier, 
meaningful, and collaborative.  

 — Alicia Nordstrom, Center Director

novel, � e Doors You Mark Are your Own, 
into a television series. His book, Blackbirds 
in September: Selected Shorter Poems of 
Jürgen Becker, is a � nalist for the National 
Translation Award by the American 
Literary Translators Association.  

A � rst generation high school graduate, 
Okla made his family proud by “collecting 
enough degrees for the whole family”. His 
academic lineage includes two BAs 
(German and Philosophy), two MAs 
(Liberal Studies and Comparative & World 
Literature), one MFA, one PhD 
(Comparative & World Literature), and one 
certi� cate in legal studies.   

Okla carries his eclectic educational 
background into his English courses such as 
Fiction Writing, Language Studies, a writing 
seminar on Law, Literature, and Philosophy, 
and an upcoming Russian Lit class. 

“I don’t want to teach them what to think, 
but how to think, giving them skills to 
unpack new information they might 
encounter later in life.”

� is past summer, Okla worked with 
Summer Research Fellows on � e 
Holocaust and Comparative Genocide 
project to create a resource repository for 
high school and college educators. “It is our 
sincerest hope to promote the study of these 
subjects as a means of preventing future 
atrocities and to remember the victims of 
past atrocities.”  

Okla noted that “students get interested 
when it’s life and death at hand.” Given his 
own educational journey, he is helping 
create a better future for his students by 
teaching them about the past.
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FALL PROGRAMS
Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning (SoTL) Showcase
October 17, 12:00 – 1:15 pm, 
Sandy and Marlene Insalaco Hall 219

 Have you wondered whether your teaching 
strategies are making a di� erence in student 
learning? SoTL is a growing � eld within 
higher education that brings research into 
the classroom to identify the empirically 
supported pedagogical strategies. Come 
learn how to “research your teaching” from 
our growing body of interdisciplinary 
faculty SoTL researchers.   

Steve Tedford
Math Department

Mathematical Errors 
in the Computation of 
Final Grades and their 
E� ect on Class Rank

Mike Orleski
Physics Department

SoTL in Physics & 
Astronomy

Kelly Filipkowski
Psychology Department

 Comparing the Use 
of Kahoot! and Paper/
Pencil Methods 
for Introductory 
Psychology Exam 
Reviews

 Teaching Students with Disabilities: Stereotypes, Strategies, 
and Supports
November 11, 2016, 12:00-1:15 pm, McGowan Room, Mary Kintz Bevevino Library

Teaching Students with Disabilities in Online Classes: Stereotypes, 
Strategies, and Supports
November 10, 2016, 5:30-7:30 pm, McGowan Room, Mary Kintz Bevevino Library
(co-sponsored by the Center for Adult and Continuing Education)

 Presenters:

Students with disabilities face enormous 
obstacles in education and society because 
they are forced to achieve against society’s 
dominant, and well-concealed, 
discriminatory attitudes about disability. 
Decades of research shows that the media 
construct these attitudes by constantly 
communicating a powerful ideology that 
ampli� es the normality of the oppression of 
people with disabilities. We will examine 
common media narratives that inform 
society’s attitudes—and our own—in an 
e� ort to approach instruction with greater 
insight.

An important partner in this process is the 
O�  ce for Students with Disabilities (OSD) 
located in the Student Success Center (SSC).  
� e professional sta�  evaluates 
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MENTORING 
PROGRAMS FOR 
NEW FACULTY
12:00-1:15 pm, Mercy Hall 342

 First-year and new faculty members are 
invited to attend the mentoring sessions 
listed below:

September 9     
• Student Services, CAPS Center
• Insalaco Center for Career Development
• Student Success Center
• Student A� airs 

October 21
Advising majors in the College of Health 
Sciences and Education

November 18
• Title IX Training
•  Research & Grants (IRB, internal and 

external grant opportunities)

December 2
Reappointment and the E-Achievement 
Database 

RSVP to Hildy Jones at 
bbjones@misericordia.edu or 
ext. 1224 and advise of any 
dietary issues.

LIBRARY 
WORKSHOPS 
FOR FACULTY
RefWorks to the Rescue! 
Learn how to use RefWorks and keep your 
research organized.
Sameera Redkar and Laura Rock
October 12, 3:00 pm
Library, Alden Computer Lab

Using Piktochart to Stimulate 
Visual Learning
Looking for a new way to present 
information? Learn how to use Piktochart, a 
free, web-based tool, that allows you to present 
data and information through infographics 
quickly and e�  ciently.
Meredith Kno� 
October 25, 12:00 pm
Library, Second Floor, Computer Lab

RefWorks Take 2
� ese are follow up, hands-on sessions for 
using RefWorks
November 9 and November 30, 3:00 pm
Sameera Redkar and Laura Rock
Library, Alden Computer Lab

24/7 FACULTY 
RESOURCES
Did you know that all faculty are enrolled 
in a Blackboard course called Fac_Dev:  
Faculty Professional Development? � is 
newly revised and renamed course 
(formerly called POL999) is a repository of 
faculty resources including archives of 
handouts, videos, internet links and 
Powerpoints from previous CETL 
workshops and summer institutes. Within 
this course, you can � nd resources on 
topics including:

• Advising
• Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
• Academic integrity
• Study Away & Service Learning
• Writing intensive courses
• Online/hybrid courses
•  CFPD Library (housed behind the 

circulation desk of the library)
•  Jenzabar, Blackboard and other 

technologies
• FERPA

If you have ideas of other resources that 
would be helpful to store here, please let a 
FPDC committee know!

RSVP to Hildy Jones at bbjones@misericordia.edu or ext. 1224 and advise of any dietary issues.

Melissa Sgroi 
Communications 
Department

Jessica Randall
Director of Student 
Success Center

Kristen Ricardo 
Director of O�  ce 
of Students with 
Disabilities

documentation to determine eligibility and 
reasonable accommodations for registered 
students with quali� ed disabilities.  
� rough ongoing training and professional 
engagement, we work to be experts on 
disability, in order to partner with students 
and faculty to ensure equal academic 
opportunities and access to participation 
on campus. Join us as we share more about 
Section 508, the interactive registration 
process, the rights and responsibilities of 
students and faculty, and share ways that 
demonstrate hospitality in the in-person 
and virtual classroom to all students.  Open 
Q&A and small group discussions will 
create a conversational format as we explore 
these topics together.  
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Morgan Sadowski

ACADEMIC TECHNOLOGIES 
ON DEMAND
For an individual or group training session on any of the 
following technologies, contact Morgan Sadowski, 
Instructional Designer, at msadowsk@misericordia.edu or 
ext. 3331.

PowToons  Presentation so� ware with 
animation 

Storify  Create stories using social media. 
Find, collect and share what people are 
saying in regards to a speci� c topic.

Artstor  1.9 million images. Manage and 
share media collections of art

Timescape  Map based interactive 
storytelling platform

Camtashia  Screen recording so� ware

Jing  Screen recording so� ware

Handwriting Input  Graphics tablets and/or 
ipad/Samsung tablets

EduCannon/EdPuzzle  Adding questions 
to videos

MoocNote  Add note taking feature to any 
video 

Imgur  Photo sharing with long captions – 
“� eld reports” “scavenger hunts”

Socrative/Kahoot/Poll Everywhere  Mobile 
device /Internet clicker quizzes / surveys

GeoGebra/Desmos  Exciting way of 
showing and sharing mathematical problem 
solving

Google Forms, Docs, Sheets, Slides

Evernote  Cloud-based note-taking app 

Twiddla  Open source white board.

Audacity  Record audio, great for creating 
podcasts.

Explain Everything

Prezi  Presentation So� ware

eMaze  Presentation So� ware

Panopto  Video platform

Animoto  Turns photos into videos with 
music and texts

Inkling  interactive textbooks, allows user to 
download 1 chapter or the whole book 

MyPocketProf  sync course notes, 
collaborate ideas, etc.

Swivl  Recording device

Jing  Screen recording so� ware

Handwriting Input  Graphics tablets and/or 
ipad/Samsung tablets

EduCannon/EdPuzzle  Adding questions 
to videos

MoocNote  Add note taking feature to any 
video 

Imgur  Photo sharing with long captions – 
“� eld reports” “scavenger hunts”

Socrative/Kahoot/Poll Everywhere  Mobile 
device /Internet clicker quizzes / surveys

eMaze  Presentation So� ware

Panopto  Video platform

Animoto  Turns photos into videos with 
music and texts

Inkling  interactive textbooks, allows user to 
download 1 chapter or the whole book 

MyPocketProf  sync course notes, 
collaborate ideas, etc.

Swivl  Recording deviceSwivl  Recording deviceSwivl

BEST 
NICKNAME 
CONTEST
IMHO, with the loss of “CETL” and the 
vowels in our new CFPD name, our center 
and/or committee need a nickname PDQ.  
We are o� ering a teaching-related prize to 
anyone who can suggest a nickname or 
acronym that is PG13, easy to say, makes us 
ROFL and makes people happy. Submissions 
that are a CWOT will not be considered. 
Please direct submissions to Alicia 
Nordstrom (anordstr@misericordia.edu) by 
November 3. 

COMMITTEE 
FOR FACULTY 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Chair
Alicia Nordstrom, Ph.D.
Director for Center for Faculty 
Professional Development 

Secretary
Kelly Filipkowski
Psychology Department  

Treasurer/Grants
David Zinn
Business Department  

Mentoring Committee Chair
Jennifer Black
History Department  

Programming Chair
Jodi Loughlin
Teacher Education Department  

Assistant Programming Chair
Orley Templeton
Occupational � erapy Department 

Instructional Designer
Morgan Sadowski  

Faculty Member Name
Department 


