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Misericordia
will help you
realize the goals and
the potential that you
were born to achieve.

achieving more than
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M

Our small class sizes
and dedication to personal
attention make it possible to
not only achieve your goals, but
to also expand your ambitions into
something greater.

Misericordia will provide you with
the opportunities to grow as a student
and as an individual. You will be
prepared for any future and discover
what makes you unique.

It is an education in knowledge; an education
in values; an education in service and
compassion. It is equally an education of
consequence, and an education of strength
and purpose. It is an education for life.
Make the most out of your time. Come see
all that you have to offer at Misericordia.
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“It”

can mean
many things
to different people. We
believe it is interchangeable
with words and concepts such
as lifelong friendships; service;
career preparation; faculty
engagement and mentorship;
personal and professional success;
individual attention; and most
importantly - goal attainment. Our
students are equipped with a passion for
learning and the moral compass to think
independently and pursue greatness in a
way that also enriches the lives of others.
They are ultimately prepared to confidently
go out into the world and make a difference.
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■■

Students can expect a compelling experience and an education interwoven with a
strong liberal arts foundation along with the values that originally guided the Sisters
of Mercy to establish Misericordia in 1924 – values that are relevant today and shared
throughout the campus community. The arch has always stood as a beacon of higher
learning and self-expression, as a place where students receive the individualized
attention and career preparation that empower them to accomplish their goals.
Misericordia motivates students to achieve, and supports them while they
build their stories of success and lives of consequence one brick at a time.
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PASS

RATES
MEDICAL IMAGING

The Medical Imaging Program 2017
graduating class achieved a 100-percent
pass rate on the American Registry of
Radiologic Technologists (ARRT) national
certification examination in radiography
shortly after completing the requirements
for the bachelor’s degree program.
NURSING

BSN graduates achieved a 95.59-percent
pass rate on the National Licensure
Examination for Registered Nurses
(NCLEX-RN) for first-time test takers
on the most recent exam.
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

The 2016 National Board for Certification in
Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) pass rate
for the OT entry level program was 100%.
PHYSICAL THERAPY

The most recent 2-year ultimate pass
rate on the National Physical Therapist
Examination (NPTE) was 98.99%.
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

The SLP Program’s 2017 graduating class
achieved a 100-percent pass rate on the
Praxis Examination in Speech-Language
Pathology, which is required for national
licensure by the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association (ASHA).
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WE ARE

TURNING HEADS
According to The Princeton Review,*
Misericordia University has been
recognized as one of the top colleges
and universities in the northeastern
United States. The University is one of
229 institutions of higher education The
Princeton Review has recommended in
its Best in the Northeast section of its
website feature, 2018 Best Colleges
Region by Region.
It’s not just The Princeton Review that
is taking notice. Misericordia is turning
heads in other national publications too.

LIST OF OTHER ACCOLADES
2018 U.S. News and World Report
■■

Best Regional Universities North

■■

Best Value

■■

Best Colleges for Veterans

2018 MONEY Magazine’s Best Colleges list - the second highest ranked
college or university in Luzerne and Lackawanna counties **

* The Princeton Review’s Best Regional Colleges, 2018. ©2017 TPR Education IP Holdings, LLC. The
Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. For more information about reprints
from The Princeton Review visit PARS International Corp. at www.TPR-licensing.com.
** MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license. From MONEY Magazine,
August 2017 ©2017 Time Inc. Used under license. MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and
do not endorse products or services of, Licensee.
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We offer degree programs through THREE COLLEGES:
the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Business,
and the College of Health Sciences and Education
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MAJORS

COLLEGE OF ARTS
AND SCIENCES
Biochemistry, Biology, Chemistry,
Clinical Laboratory Science, Computer
Science, English, Government, Law, and
National Security, History, Mathematics,
Medical and Health Humanities,
Philosophy, Psychology, Statistics

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Accounting, Business Administration,
Health Care Management, Information
Technology, Mass Communications
and Design, Professional Studies,
Sport Management

COLLEGE OF HEALTH
SCIENCES AND EDUCATION
Diagnostic Medical Sonography,
Education, Health Science: Exercise
Science, Health Science: Medical
Science, Health Science: Patient
Navigation, Medical Imaging,
Nursing, Occupational Therapy,
Physical Therapy, Social Work,
Speech-Language Pathology
Misericordia offers a broad range of
high-quality academic options. You
will choose from our selection of degree
programs, and if you’re not sure what to
major in, our Choice Program will help
you figure out where your strengths lie,
so you can select a course of study that
taps your potential to the fullest.
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THE VALUE OF

CAREER PREPARATION
The Insalaco Center for Career Development provides comprehensive careerplanning services that prepare students for successful transition from university
to career. They provide individual career counseling, resume and cover letter
development, career assessment/major choice using Myers-Briggs Type Indicator
(MBTI) and Strong Interest Inventory, internship advising and resources,
graduate school advising and resources, career and internship fairs, networking
fairs, interview preparation, part-time job opportunities among a broad variety of
other services. misericordia.edu/career

INTERNSHIPS
“Internships have not only prepared me for my future job after graduation, but
it has also helped me refine my social, negotiation, and networking skills. I have
had three internships while studying at Misericordia – Frontier Communications,
Merrill Lynch, and Leadership Wilkes-Barre. Each and every one of them has
taught me what it is like to be in the professional world and has guided me to
know what I want to look for in a job.
I can confidently say I am prepared for the real world, and it was all thanks to the
experience I received from the internships set up by the Insalaco Career Center.”

GUARANTEED PLACEMENT PROGRAM (GPP)

PP

~ JOY MACK ‘17 • B.S. Business Administration

Our Guarantee states that if any student, who fully participates in our
program for all four years of their college experience, does not receive
a job offer or is not accepted into graduate/professional school within
six months of graduation, the University provides that student a paid
internship* in their chosen field.

G

*Terms and conditions apply.

misericordia.edu/gpp
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By Geoff Rushton

Physical therapy alumnus develops residency program, expands evidence-based
practice by conducting scholarly research
Rett Holmes, who earned his master’s degree in physical therapy in 2002 and his
doctorate of physical therapy in 2006, recently co-authored the study, Does the
STarT Back Screening Tool Correlate with the FOTO Functional Scale in Patients
with Low Back Pain?
Holmes is a regional physical therapy manager for two facilities in the Lehigh Valley
owned by St. Luke’s Health Network. In his role at St. Luke’s, Holmes is a faculty
member in the residency program for orthopedic physical therapy he helped to
develop. Working with residents, Holmes said, has been a rewarding experience.
“I find it pretty rewarding to hopefully help guide and mentor some younger
clinicians, but also I tend to learn from our residents,” he says. “They’re usually
pretty engaged, interested and motivated. So they constantly kind of challenge
you as well, in a good way, that you’re always going to think and the education is
a two-way street. It’s not just me educating them, that’s for sure.”
For Holmes, the size of classes and the approach of all of the physical therapy
faculty members at Misericordia made for a positive learning experience.
“I liked that the classes were generally small and you got a lot of personalized
attention,” he says. “I loved the fact we called all of our professors by their first
names. It wasn’t Dr. Moran or Dr. Pascal. It was Mike or Maureen. It might seem
like a small, simple thing, but it really helped develop that personal relationship.
“I always felt it was a place that I worked really hard and put a lot of effort in, but
during that they were always able to match that. I really got a strong foundation
for the rest of my career.”

it pretty rewarding to hopefully help GUIDE AND MENTOR
“someI findyounger
clinicians, but also I tend to learn from our residents.
”
~ Rett Holmes ’02, ’06, P.T., D.P.T.
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THE BRAIN
AND THE HUMAN VOICE

By Paul Krzywicki

Researchers monitor blood concentration in cerebrum to better
understand communication disorders
The Department of Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) at Misericordia
University has been studying changes in oxygenated and deoxygenated
hemoglobin concentrations in the brains of fluent and non-fluent speakers,
as well as in individuals following voice training.

SLP Student Cara
Imbalzano ’20 is fitted
with the fNIRS cap.

The INTERPERSONAL SKILLS that I have acquired interacting with
other members of our research teams and with participants have helped
me during presentations at conferences and when working with clients
in the therapy setting.

“

”

~ Danielle Spagnuolo ’19, Speech-Language Pathology

15

Danielle Spagnuolo ’19
attaches probes to an fNIRS
cap with asistance from
D’Manda Price ‘19.
16

Faculty mentors selected SLP
students for the teams to
conduct experiments using
the innovative technology
– Functional Near-Infrared
Spectroscopy – better known
in the industry as fNIRS. This
cutting-edge technology
consists of a mesh cap that secures a number
of non-invasive probes and detectors to the
head of test subjects. The Department of
Speech-Language Pathology is one of only a
few communication-disorders programs in
the country to utilize fNIRS in research.
The fluency team has been collecting data
from fluent speakers and individuals who
stutter during certain speech and non-speech
tasks in an effort to better understand how
the brain responds during moments of
stuttering. Their overarching goal is to create
a more individualized treatment protocol
to help clients regain their voice, as well as
ensure generalization and maintenance of
learned techniques.

Cari M. Tellis, Ph.D., C.C.C.-S.L.P.,
associate professor, collaborates with
student researcher Danielle Spagnuolo ’19
on the Voice Team’s ongoing research.

Type the shortcut,

bit.ly/muslpmentorship into

your web browser to watch a
video about the importance of
mentorship to undergraduate and
graduate research students
at Misericordia University.

I have learned so much from all of this, from technical information to theoretical
understanding of the BENEFITS OF DIFFERENT STUDY DESIGNS.

“

”

~ Erin Roberts, C.F.-S.L.P., ’16
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Service is an
important part
of the Misericordia
experience. Our Catholic
heritage and our founding
by the Sisters of Mercy inspire
us to work to make the world
more just and more humane.
Students work at soup kitchens,
clean the environment, build homes
with Habitat for Humanity, mentor at –
risk kids, and get involved in many other
worthwhile ways, regionally, nationally,
and internationally.

We encourage students to immerse
themselves in other cultures to be
enlightened within the classroom of life.
Through such experiences, they develop
compassion for others and skills that cannot
be replicated within the traditional classroom.
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LIFE LESSONS

By Marianne Tucker Puhalla

Service trip to therapeutic riding center inspires Misericordia University students
The Oak Leaf Therapeutic Horsemanship Center, a picturesque 72-acre farm in the
Endless Mountains of northeastern Pennsylvania, provides equine therapy to about 30
riders every week. Among their current clients, the challenges range from blindness,
autism and stroke to anger management and epilepsy.
Giving up their fall break with family and friends to volunteer their service at the
center, nine Misericordia students spent four days serving as side walkers for the
riders, helping to feed and care for the horses, and maintain the barn. Representing a
wide variety of majors, including business administration, sport management, social
work, education, occupational therapy and physical therapy, the students were not sure
what to expect, yet came away with an emotional lesson in what it means to overcome
a disability and think outside the box when treating those with special needs.

Misericordia University students witnessed the specialized benefits of therapeutic horseback riding
for special needs children during their fall break service trip to Oak Leaf Therapeutic Horsemanship
Center. Volunteers, from left are, Kiley Morrison ’18, ’21, Newport, Pa.; Emily DiGirolamo
’17, Ottsville, Pa.; Cassy Silveri ’19, Plains Pa.; Hailey Inge ’19, ’21, Ledgewood, N.J.; Lindsey
Riddell, community outreach coordinator; Kaili Higgins ’18, Vestal, N.Y.; Emily Ousouljoglou ’17,
Bridgewater, N.J.; Mary Shaw ’17, Sayre, Pa.; Giovana Augustine ’18, Shavertown, Pa.; and Shawn
Dziepak ’17, Bordentown, N.J.

19

Visit BIT.LY/MUSERVICEFALL16 to see more photographs of the service trip.

Early and special education major Giovana Augustine ’18 cannot wait to incorporate
the teaching techniques she witnessed at the farm when she gets into the classroom.
“At the center, I was able to help encourage and support children to do something they
love and are passionate about even though they might do it a little bit differently than
the next person. It was an amazing experience, one that I will take with me forever.”
Kaili Higgins ’18, an occupational therapy major, spent part of her Saturday helping
guide Aria Nedkov, a smiling second grader with autism, around the ring on her favorite
horse, Simba. “Once I saw how each horse handled each child differently, it suddenly
clicked for me,” Higgins says. “As an occupational therapy student, this experience
reminded me that every child or adult that I work with is going to be different – what
works for one may not work for another. As a result, we (as therapists) have to be patient
and sometimes take a different path in order to positively influence that person’s life.”
21
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Misericordia.
enjoytime
yourat
time
at Misericordia.

Living on campus makes you a part of a close knit community. Whether you
need a friend, a tutor, a workout buddy; whatever it may be, you can always be
sure to find it just a few steps away.

“

”

~ Brittany Albert ‘17, B.S. Early Childhood/Special Education
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COMMUNITY
I had the unique experience of attending my daughter, Bethany’s, classes with her for the full
four years here at Misericordia University as her aide to facilitate her with physical tasks that a
wheelchair user may need throughout the day on a university campus. As her aide, I observed
from a parent’s perspective what most parents do not have an opportunity to see when their
young adult children go off to college. The philosophy department faculty as well as all of her
professors here at Misericordia are truly an outstanding group of individuals. They take a
genuine interest in seeing each student
achieve their potential. They have
established a wonderful balance of
challenging their students while
creating a nurturing environment. I am
grateful for the education and
experience Bethany had here at
Misericordia and I am also honored to
have been her assistant through these
past years, meeting her professors and
witnessing
from a unique perspective the
tremendous support they offer their
students. Bethany has
Lisa Flanders – Mother of Bethany Flanders
earned and received a wonderful
foundation for pursuing her
goals. We are grateful.

Bethany Flanders ’16,
B.A. Philosophy Minors:
Biology, Ethics
Current Major: Medical and
Health Humanities
23

THE ART OF

TEACHING

By Paul Krzywicki

HANOVER TWP. – The loud sounds emanating
from the Hanover Area Memorial Elementary
School classroom were harsh, lacking the rhythm
and proper beat typically associated with popular
music. That lack of a discernable composition,
though, hardly discouraged the sixth grade
students, teachers and Misericordia University
teacher education majors participating in the
inaugural Arts Experience during the spring semester.
The high-participation art and music stations allowed sixth
graders to create sculptures and drawings, and to explore
different types of musical instruments and learn about
instruments of the orchestra, while providing experience to
the aspiring educators at Misericordia.

Hanover Area sixth grader Ava Sillah receives
guitar lessons from Misericordia University
teacher education major Shane Kreller ’17.
24

Misericordia University
teacher education
student Shane Kreller
’17, center, provides
instruction on the
guitar and ukulele to
Hanover Area students
Kiana Lewis, left, and
Aaron Dennis, right,
at the inaugural Arts
Experience workshop.

Teacher education major Michaela Halesey
’20 works on an art project with Hanover Area
School District student Jacob Jones.

Misericordia University students incorporated lessons from their Integrated Arts
course when they were designing and instructing the workshop in Hanover. Dr.
Broskoske and his students are hoping to develop the workshop into a service-learning
course and add it to the more than 70 other courses that enhances student learning
and addresses a need in the community during the academic year.
“That’s part of our University — helping others,’’ says Megan Ostrum ’18, an early
childhood and special education major and president of the Education Club. “The best
way was to include our knowledge and implement a plan to bring these arts back into
circulation, back into these students’ lives. Misericordia is wonderful. That is one of
the reasons I came to Misericordia — the four charisms, such an attractive quality. I
think Misericordia reflects and emphasizes that you should be working for something
bigger than yourself.’’
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DY
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Venice, Italy

THE ARCH IS YOUR
GATEWAY TO THE WORLD!
Studying abroad provides you with an opportunity for academic and personal
growth that might not otherwise happen if you remained on campus during your
Misericordia University career.
Studying abroad also provides you with the opportunity to expand your worldview
and develop life-long friendships with students from around the world and the United
States. The experience will change you forever!

26

ENGLAND
IRELAND
GERMANY
ITALY
JAMAICA
GUYANA
AUSTRALIA

“Study abroad was beyond the greatest experience I have ever
had in my life. While in Perugia, Italy I learned more about
myself in those short 4 months than I have in my entire lifetime. Being away from
family and friends allowed me to immerse myself in a new culture, explore the world,
and inspired me to share my experiences with others. At the Umbra Institute I made
friends all around the world who I still talk to today.”
~ CASSIDY BOSTON ‘18 • B.S. Early Childhood/Special Education

“Studying aboard in Ireland was the experience of a lifetime.
While abroad, I was given the chance to play basketball on the
Universities team. With practice daily and games every week, I
made friends extremely fast. Taking me under their wing, my
Irish teammates showed me the in’s and out’s of the Irish culture.
Whether it was grabbing a bite to eat, or taking me out for a night
on the town, the people of Ireland showed me the way and truly
gave me the experience of a lifetime.”
~ ANDREW MORAN ‘17 • B.S. Healthcare Management

studyabroad-away.misericordia.edu
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In recent years
they’ve had
internships and
clinical experiences
with hospitals, advertising
firms, newspapers,
professional sports teams,
multinational corporations,
schools, research laboratories,
securities traders, political
campaigns, law firms, accounting
firms, and many other organizations
across a wide range of fields.

Career Success. Guaranteed. A lot of
colleges say they’ll prepare you for a good
job when you graduate. At Misericordia,
we guarantee it. With our Guaranteed
Placement Program, if you don’t have a job
in your field within six months of graduating,
we’ll find you a paid internship to help you get
your career on track. Among students who
complete the program, the job placement rate
is 100 percent.

28

Why such a strong record of career success? One reason is the kind of education you
get, linking classroom study to real-world experiences through clinics, internships,
and other opportunities. If you want an education that will help you launch your
career, then Misericordia is a great choice.

29

COMMUNICATIONS
ALUMNUS HITS HOME RUN

By Paul Krzywicki

Nicholas J. Ciocchi ’16
poses for a picture on the
set of Studio 42 at the
MLB Network.

A football recruit for the Cougars’ inaugural season in 2012, Nicholas J. Ciocchi
’16 knows firsthand about the excitement sports can bring to both participants and
spectators, alike. Whether it’s a fumble-causing tackle, game-winning home run or a
goal-completing hat trick, fans react similarly whether they are seated in the stands or
comfortably on their couches at home.
The former collegiate wide receiver and tight end also knows the importance of
finding the right action shots, and collating and editing them into entertaining VOs
(voice-overs), SOTs (sound-on-tapes) and bumps (bumpers) – a variety of highlight
reels in different formats for anxious viewers as an associate broadcast editor for MLB
Network and NHL Network in Secaucus, N.J.

30

Ciocchi received his Bachelor of Arts degree in communications in May 2016. He
credits his success in the highly competitive television industry to the personal
attention he received as a student and the experience he gained during an internship at
a regional television station in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
“The small class sizes at Misericordia allow for a great one-on-one working
relationships between students and professors,’’ says the Hopewell Junction, N.Y.,
native and John Jay High School graduate. “The faculty within the Department of
Mass Communications and Design monitor both written and performance progress of
each student. I felt comfortable asking for guidance in everything I did at MU.’’
“The Department of Mass Communications and Design does a great job with starting
you off in your first year with a lot of hands on projects,’’ says Ciocchi. “Getting the
hands-on experience coming right into college taught me things that I took with me
throughout college, which I carried with me to my job.’’

31
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SPORTS FOR MEN
Baseball
Basketball
Cross Country
Football
Golf
Indoor Track and Field
Lacrosse
Soccer
Swimming
Tennis
Track and Field
Volleyball
SPORTS FOR WOMEN
Basketball
Cheerleading
Cross Country
Field Hockey
Golf
Indoor Track and Field
Lacrosse
Soccer
Softball
Swimming
Tennis
Track and Field
Volleyball
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ATHLETICS
2016-17 FAST FACTS
■■

■■

■■

■■

75% Four-year graduation
rate for student athletes

In 2016–17, Misericordia student-athletes had a cumulative 3.32 GPA
(.06 above the total average)
Misericordia led the MAC with 395 student-athletes qualifying for AllAcademic Honors
93% First-to-second year retention for male student-athletes

WORK HARD/PLAY HARD
The Cougars compete in the Middle Atlantic Conference and the Freedom Conference.
We field 25 NCAA Division III teams for men and women (see list on page 34), and
offer exceptional facilities for sports and recreation, including the new $4.1 million
John and Mary Metz Field House and Tambur Baseball Field. Cougar teams are
perennial contenders for postseason competition, and each year Cougar athletes are
well-represented on All-Conference teams. Learn more about Cougar sports on our
website at athletics.misericordia.edu
We are not shy about saying that we would not be as successful nor have the reputation
for excellence as we do without the successes of our graduates. Misericordia students
came to us already embodying an intrinsic potential for greatness, were inspired and
refined by our instructors to become leaders, and have gone on to accomplish great
things. With each new graduate, we grow as an institution, realizing that your success
adds value to our education. You are showing the world that Misericordia students are
exceptional, changing the world for the better.
33

ACCOLADES
TRACK & FIELD
EARNS NATIONAL HONORS
The Misericordia University track & field
teams once again enjoyed success on the
national level. Juwan Petties-Jackson was
an NCAA Indoor champion and earned
two outdoor All-American honors.
After a stellar career with the
Misericordia University football team,
Juwan Petties-Jackson enjoyed even more
success with MU’s track & field program.
A member of Misericordia’s first football
team in 2012, Petties-Jackson was a
four-year starter at wide receiver and
owns four school records. He has the
single-game (3) and career record (10)
for touchdown receptions. In addition,
he holds the single-game record with
165 receiving yards as well as the career
record with 1,053 receiving yards.
Upon completion of his football eligibility,
Petties-Jackson turned his attention to the
track where he specialized in the 100m
and 200m dashes.
In addition to setting school indoor records
at 60m and 200m, Petties-Jackson claimed
the 2017 NCAA Indoor title at 200m.
During the outdoor season, he set school
records at 100m, 200m and the 4x100m
relay while earning All-America honors
in each of his individual events.
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2016-17

MEN’S BASKETBALL TAKE MAC FREEDOM
BASKETBALL TITLE
The Misericordia University men’s basketball team
finished 20-8 and won its second Middle Atlantic Conference (MAC) Freedom title in
three years. The Cougars ended the regular season on a four-game winning
streak and won a pair of post-season games to claim the league title.

BASEBALL TEAM WINS 7TH STRAIGHT
MAC FREEDOM CHAMPIONSHIP
The Misericordia University baseball team won its seventh consecutive Middle
Atlantic Conference (MAC) Freedom championship.

MEN’S LACROSSE TEAM CAPTURES TITLE;
ADVANCES TO NCAA TOURNEY
The Misericordia University men’s lacrosse team enjoyed its best season ever
with a 13-4 record and its first Middle Atlantic Conference (MAC) Freedom title.
Misericordia qualified for the NCAA Tournament and won its first round game.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM IN MAC, ECAC CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Misericordia University women’s basketball team finished 19-9 while qualifying
for the Middle Atlantic Conference (MAC) Freedom and Eastern College Athletic
Conference (ECAC) championships.

WOMEN’S LACROSSE TEAM POSTS 14-5 RECORD
The Misericordia University women’s lacrosse team reached the Middle Atlantic
Conference (MAC) Freedom championship game for the third consecutive season.
The Cougars finished 14-5 and advanced to the Eastern College Athletic Conference
(ECAC) championship game.

MU PLACES 395 STUDENT ATHLETES ON
MAC ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL
Misericordia University placed 395 student-athletes on the Middle Atlantic Conference
(MAC) Academic Honor Roll during the 2016-17 academic year. Misericordia led all
17 MAC institutions during the fall and winter seasons and were second in the spring.
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STUDENT-ATHLETE
SPOTLIGHT

KYLEN SMITH ’18

Kylen Smith ’18 recently concluded her career with the Misericordia University
women’s soccer team where she was a four-year starter at outside back.
The lone senior on the 2016 team, she is a nursing major from Hershey, Pa. The
three-time, first-team All-Middle Atlantic Conference (MAC) Freedom selection
was part of three MAC Freedom championships and also helped the Cougars to four
straight NCAA Tournament appearances. Misericordia compiled a 70-13-5 record
over her career.
The daughter of Pat and Kelly Smith ranks seventh in school history with 24
assists, and is the only defensive play ranked among the top 10 in school history in
that category.
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SUCCESS

ON-AND-OFF THE FIELD
Being a student athlete at Misericordia University means having the opportunity to
enjoy your favorite activities while also having the support that you need to focus on
your academics. At Misericordia, academics comes first. Coaches work around class
schedules, and study halls are required so that you can develop the good study habits
to balance your life and accomplish your work.

“My favorite thing about Misericordia is that I didn’t have to make any difficult
decisions - I didn’t have to sacrifice my grades in order to participate in athletics nor
did I have to choose between field hockey and track and field, my two favorite sports.
I was also able to pursue theatre, something that I was always passionate about and
never had the chance to participate in before college. I even picked up a second major
when I found out that I actually enjoyed accounting. Without the support of the
Misericordia community, I never would have been able to reach my full potential as
both a student and an athlete.”
~ MELANIE FRY ’16

Business Admininstration
’19 Doctor of Physical Therapy

“As a student athlete, I have learned what my
responsibilities are and how to effectively manage
them. Working hard on the field and in the
classroom is extremely beneficial and leads to a
feeling of fulfillment.”
~ HALEY GRUBER ’18 Business Administration
’21 Doctor of Physical Therapy
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MISERICORDIA IN BRIEF
CHARACTER

Coeducational university offering an education in the Catholic tradition blending
quality academics, professional preparation, and service leadership. Founded by the
Sisters of Mercy of Dallas, Pennsylvania, in 1924.

ACADEMICS
Thirty-seven degree programs offered through three colleges: the College of Arts and
Sciences, the College of Business, and the College of Health Sciences and Education.
Minors, concentrations, internships, clinical experiences, study abroad, and other
experiences enrich the academic program.

ACCREDITATIONS
Middle States Commission on Higher Education; Council on Social Work Education;
Pennsylvania Department of Education; Commission on College Nursing Education;
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education; The Joint Review
Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology; Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education; Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education
Programs; American Speech-Language-Hearing Association; International Assembly
for Collegiate Business Education.

STUDENTS
Approximately 1,900 undergraduate men and women studying full-time from
24 states. About 960 students live on campus.

FACULTY
137 full-time faculty, 78 percent of whom have a Ph.D. or other highest degree
in their field.

STUDENT-FACULTY RATIO
11:1 student-faculty ratio. The average class has 19 students. Many classes have
9 or fewer students.
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STUDENT LIFE
More than forty clubs and organizations focusing on the arts, community service,
academics, student government, outdoor recreation, and other areas of interest.
misericordia.edu/studentactivities

CAMPUS HOUSING
Resident students live on campus in one of five coed residences, in an on-campus
townhouse complex, or several university lower campus houses. Rooms have full
access to the Internet and the campus intranet. Wireless “hot spots” exist nearly
everywhere around campus. The residence halls offer single, double, and suite-style
living arrangements, and include group lounges, kitchens, and laundry facilities.
Newly remodeled townhouse apartments accommodate six students, and have three
bedrooms and two bathrooms.

ADMISSIONS
Misericordia welcomes applications from motivated students looking for the
opportunity to learn and grow in our close-knit, challenging learning community.
There are no admissions deadlines for most majors; applications are received and
reviewed on a rolling basis, and students will be admitted until the entering class is
full. We base admissions decisions on an applicant’s academic and extracurricular
record and his or her scores on either the SAT or ACT examination.

TUITION, FEES, AND OTHER COSTS
For the current tuition and fees, visit misericordia.edu/tuition.

FINANCIAL AID
Misericordia offers a generous program of need-based and merit-based financial aid,
making it possible for families at all income levels to meet the cost of a Misericordia
education. Ninety-nine percent of students receive some form of financial aid.
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MAJORS
ACCOUNTING

NAVIGATION

BIOCHEMISTRY

HISTORY*

BIOLOGY*

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

MASS COMMUNICATIONS AND
DESIGN

CHEMISTRY*
CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL
SONOGRAPHY

MATHEMATICS*
MEDICAL AND HEALTH HUMANITIES
MEDICAL IMAGING
NURSING

EDUCATION:

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

EARLY CHILDHOOD & 		
SPECIAL EDUCATION

PHILOSOPHY

MIDDLE LEVEL
ENGLISH*
GOVERNMENT, LAW AND
NATIONAL SECURITY
HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
HEALTH SCIENCE: EXERCISE
SCIENCE
HEALTH SCIENCE: MEDICAL
SCIENCE

PHYSICAL THERAPY
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIAL WORK
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY
SPORT MANAGEMENT
STATISTICS

HEALTH SCIENCE: PATIENT

* Also available as Secondary Education
40

41

COLLEGE OF

ARTS AND SCIENCES

BIOCHEMISTRY Contemporary advances in scientific understanding routinely emerge

from this interdisciplinary field, which explores the complexities of living organisms at
a molecular level. The major in bio-chemistry offers excellent preparation for graduate
study or for careers in the pharmaceutical, biomedical, and biotechnology industries.
BIOLOGY Gain a strong background in various areas of the biological sciences,

including botany, microbiology, genetics, anatomy, biochemistry, immunology, and
zoology, among others. The major provides a solid foundation for a wide range of careers
in science, as well as for professional studies in medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry,
and other fields.

CHEMISTRY Knowledge of chemistry is fundamental to success in many fields of
science. Class instruction, laboratory work, and opportunities to conduct research build
a strong foundation for graduate work, professional study in medicine and related fields,
and careers in science.
CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE is a degree that culminates in a yearlong clinical

experience that leads to a career as a clinical laboratory technician. The program is
firmly grounded in study of biology and chemistry, and during their final year students
gain hands-on experience in a hospital laboratory. Major affiliate hospitals include
Lancaster General Hospital, Robert Packer Hospital, and Williamsport Hospital.
COMPUTER SCIENCE The curriculum follows recommendations of the Association

of Computing Machinery to offer a career focused learning experience with a firm
foundation in the liberal arts. Students work with the latest computer resources as they
prepare for careers in programming, systems analysis, and other computer-related fields.

ENGLISH majors choose one of two tracks—the Literature Track or the Professional

Writing Track. This flexible major is a springboard to careers in teaching, writing,
journalism, law, and any other profession that values strong communication skills.

GOVERNMENT, LAW AND NATIONAL SECURITY (GLNS) is designed to prepare

students to enter the expanding national security workforce within both the government
and the private sector. Students will achieve an integrated knowledge of political science,
legal studies, behavioral science, management, history and national security studies
focused on the deterrence, detection, and mitigation of domestic and international threats
to the public safety.
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HISTORY By looking critically at events of the past, history majors gain insight into

human complexity, develop outstanding communication and critical-thinking skills,
and gain a richer perspective and a greater awareness of contemporary issues of national
and global importance.
MATHEMATICS is a cornerstone of the physical, life, and social sciences, and the

methods and techniques of mathematics are vital in research, commerce, government,
and other fields that rely on statistical measurement and computation methods.
Our broad curriculum engages students in both classical and contemporary areas of
mathematics.

MEDICAL AND HEALTH HUMANITIES is a growing field of interdisciplinary and

interprofessional collaboration as related to medicine and healthcare. Students are
prepared for future employment and a life of serving others with respect, compassion,
and empathy. As a collaboration of academic disciplines, the program offers a broad
educational experience that will challenge students to view healthcare through the lens
of cultural, spiritual, familial, philosophical, mental, and social conditions. Students
also benefit from the diverse range of faculty within the various disciplines that
compose the major.

PHILOSOPHY The philosophy major stresses critical thinking and clear judgment

to offer insight into human complexity and the meaning of life. Courses explore
the conceptual foundations of the philosophical tradition and engage students in
explorations of such issues as freedom, justice, personal authenticity, and morality.
PSYCHOLOGY Students gain understanding of human behavior, cognitive processes,
and social interaction through a far-ranging curriculum that includes study of
perception, personality, cognition, psychopathology, child and adolescent psychology,
research methods, and other areas of psychology. A psychology major is the first step on
many career paths, and is also ideal preparation for advanced study in psychology.
STATISTICS Students gain exposure to contemporary statistical techniques as well as

their theoretical background. The Statistics curriculum can be tailored to lead you to
a wide variety of career choices in business or industry, or to prepare you for further
studies in graduate school.
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COLLEGE OF

BUSINESS

ACCOUNTING The accounting major combines courses in the liberal arts with

accounting, business, tax law, and other areas to develop critical thinking skills and
technical proficiency in accounting, the language of business. Internships with accounting
firms and other businesses enrich the classroom experience. You can add a fifth year of
full-time education at MU that will lead to an MBA in addition to the BS in Accounting.
Our curriculum will satisfy the 150-hour COA requirement enacted by most states.
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION Students gain a strong background in business plus an

opportunity to tailor their degree to meet their personal and professional interests. Majors
may choose a minor in financial services, supply chain management, or management
information systems. The curriculum meets the needs of those who plan to go right into
their career after graduation. You can add a fifth year of full-time education at MU that
will lead to an MBA.

HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT Misericordia’s program combines a strong foundation

in the study of business with advanced courses that will prepare students to succeed in
the modern health care system. This degree is available to those seeking the Doctorate of
Physical Therapy degree.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Students gain knowledge of the technical aspects of
information technology plus experience with business writing, making presentations,
and other important skills. Students may choose to specialize in information systems,
e-business development, or information technology security.
MASS COMMUNICATIONS AND DESIGN A comprehensive curriculum covers print

and broadcast journalism, photojournalism, public relations, audio and video production,
film, and other areas to prepare students for careers in one of the most rapidly changing
industries. Exceptional facilities for video and audio production support this versatile
major. English Study of English hones critical reading, writing, and thinking skills.

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES The professional studies program gives students (typically

who have previous college credit) an opportunity to complete a bachelor’s degree in a
professionally focused field. Students develop individual programs of study in consultation
with an advisor.
SPORT MANAGEMENT The major builds on students’ love of sport to prepare them for

rewarding careers in the rapidly growing, multi-million dollar sport management industry.
Courses in sport law, management science, sport and society, sports marketing, and
athletic administration are all part of a flexible curriculum that allows students to tailor the
major to suit their professional interests.
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COLLEGE OF

HEALTH SCIENCES AND EDUCATION

DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY majors are educated in the areas

of Abdominal and OB/GYN sonography and are eligible to apply for national
certification examinations. In addition to Abdominal and OB/GYN, the program
offers a solid foundation in vascular sonography. The Sonography Department has an
excellent reputation for preparing well-qualified entry-level sonographers who succeed
in their careers. Moreover, Misericordia’s liberal arts curriculum will allow students
to adapt to an ever-changing healthcare system working with an increasingly diverse
population. Students also achieve clinical placements at state-of-the-art facilities with
close supervision by faculty.
EDUCATION Teacher education has been a Misericordia strength from the

university’s earliest years. Today’s students gain outstanding preparation for teaching
careers as they choose from majors in seven areas: early childhood education (K-4),
middle level (4-8), and secondary education in biology, chemistry, citizenship, English
and mathematics. Special Education is incorporated into the K-4 level, and is an
option in the other levels.
HEALTH SCIENCE: MEDICAL SCIENCE SPECIALIZATION majors have a strong
preparation in the life sciences as they study nationally-normed science prerequisites
for pursuing a physician assistant education, medical school, or other graduate
programs. The medical science program engages students in a sequence of specialized,
medically-based courses that provide strong preparation for work at a professional
level or program at the graduate level.
HEALTH SCIENCE: PATIENT NAVIGATION SPECIALIZATION prepares students as

a professional within an emerging field of patient advocacy. Students develop the skillset to guide patients, caregivers, and family members through a treatment plan with
the goal of improving patient outcomes. Understanding the current health care trends
and issues, students have the ability to positively impact the patient experience by
providing access to better care and assistance. Students will successfully communicate
and interview patients to assess barriers to care while identifying and explaining
health resources available.

HEALTH SCIENCE: EXERCISE SCIENCE SPECIALIZATION prepares students

for entry-level employment in the health/fitness/wellness field, or continues formal
education in schools offering advanced degrees in health-related graduate programs.
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MEDICAL IMAGING The major blends classroom study with laboratory experiences

using modern medical-imaging technologies to prepare students for careers in
radiography, sonography, radiation therapy, nuclear medicine, magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI), and other imaging fields. The program is accredited by the Joint
Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology.

NURSING Misericordia approaches nursing as an art of caring, and nursing education

blends the liberal arts and professional studies to prepare students for success in this
important, high-demand field. Our graduates are skilled nurse generalists capable of
working in a variety of settings. We offer a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN), a
Master of Science in Nursing (MSN), and a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP).

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY STUDENTS gain the skills and knowledge they need to

help individuals who may be injured or disabled achieve independence in their lives.
This is a five-year program, and students receive both a bachelor’s degree in health
science and a professional entry-level master’s degree in occupational therapy, which
is required for professional practice. The program is accredited by the Accreditation
Council for Occupational Therapy Education. A Doctorate in Occupational Therapy
and post-master’s certificates are also offered.
PHYSICAL THERAPY The program emphasizes clinical decision-making and

development of problem-solving skills to prepare students for careers in physical
therapy. The Physical Therapy program is a 6 1 ⁄2 year professional program resulting
in a bachelor’s degree and a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree.

SOCIAL WORK A combination of classroom theory and practical experience working

in a social welfare agency gives students excellent preparation for professional practice
in social work serving individuals, families, communities, and organizations. The
program is accredited by the Council on Social Work Education.

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY The study of speech-language pathology

prepares students to work in a range of settings assisting children and adults with
communication disorders. Our program is rare among speech-language pathology
programs in that it accepts students right out of high school into study leading to a
professional master’s degree.
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OUR NUMBERS

SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

11 :1

NEW FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

STUDENT-FACULTY

R AT I O

64% IN-STATE

AVERAGE CLASS HAS 19 STUDENTS
MANY CLASSES HAVE
9 OR FEWER STUDENTS.

137

36% OUT-OF-STATE

94% OF OUR MAY 2015
GRADUATES WERE
EMPLOYED

FULL-TIME FACULTY
78% OF WHOM HAVE A
Ph.D.

OR ENROLLED IN GRADUATE SCHOOL
SIX MONTHS AFTER GRADUATION

OR OTHER HIGHEST
DEGREE IN THEIR FIELD.

Founded by the

SISTERS OF MERCY

DALLAS, PENNSYLVANIA

1 9 2 4
36% MALE;
64% FEMALE

85% FALL 2016
FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS
RETURNED
FOR SOPHOMORE YEAR;

90% OVERALL RETENTION RATE
AS OF FALL 2017

4

5

OUT OF
MISERICORDIA STUDENTS
PARTICIPATE IN AN
INTERNSHIP,
FIELDWORK,
OR A

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
BEFORE THEY GRADUATE

2,146

TOTAL UNDERGRADUATE

STUDENTS
FALL 2016

435

DEGREE-SEEKING

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

84%
FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

74% GRADUATE
WITHIN 6 YEARS

LIVING ON CAMPUS;
56% FULL-TIME
UNDERGRADUATES

LIVING ON CAMPUS
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It starts at the

ARCH

301 Lake Street, Dallas, PA 18612-1090
admissions.misericordia.edu

