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Letter FROM THE Editors   ’20 CARA IMBALZANO AND ’19 DANIELLE SPAGNUOLO

Thank you for taking the time to read 
the 2017 edition of the Misericordia 
University Speech-Language Pathology 
Department’s annual newsletter. In this 
11th edition of our newsletter, you will 
find articles highlighting our incredible 
alumni, students, and faculty members. 

Language Pathology Department at 
Misericordia University has to offer. 

We would like to thank the 
undergraduate and graduate student 
writers who spent weeks researching, 
interviewing, and writing articles. We 
would also like to thank all others who 
contributed to this newsletter. It is our 
hope that after you read this edition 
of “The Articulator,” you understand 
why we are so proud to be a part 
of Misericordia University’s Speech-
Language Pathology Department. 

Warm Regards,

Cara Imbalzano, Class of 2020 and  
Danielle Spagnuolo, Class of 2019
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In This Issue:

We are privileged to share with you the 
remarkable achievements of some of the 
individuals and organizations in  
our department. 

Our undergraduate and graduate students 
concur that the education we receive 
through this program is invaluable. We 
could not agree more with these students 
and can attest that the education we 
receive is one of a kind. In this newsletter, 
you will read about Misericordia’s 
chapter of the National Student Speech 
Language Hearing Association, strides 
in research that have been conducted 
in our department, endeavors of faculty 
and alumni, and the experiences our 
students have had while traveling. The 
articles in this newsletter will demonstrate 
the unique opportunities, education, 
and accomplishments that the Speech-

The Speech-
Language and 
Hearing Center 
at Misericordia 
University enjoys an 
excellent reputation 
in the community. 
With over 5,000 
client sessions a 
year, the Center 

is always buzzing 
with activity. Our Clinical Director, Lori 
Cimino, works tirelessly behind the scenes 
to ensure that the clinical operation runs 
smoothly. She pairs student clinicians with 

Danielle Spagnuolo and Cara Imbalzano

OUR Speech-Language AND Hearing Center   
           A Hub OF  Activity   ’20 JESSICA HANLY  

clients who are referred to our  
Center by schools, hospitals, 
pediatricians, rehabilitation centers, 
and other professionals. 

Ms. Cimino mentioned to me, “Our 
students are introduced to clinic in the 
sophomore year as I believe that it is 
important to expose them to clinic so 
that they can experience the clinical 
process early in their college careers.” 
In the first semester of the junior year, 
students are paired with a graduate 

Lori Cimino
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clinician and observe the clinician 
for 5 sessions before conducting a 
treatment session with a client. Then, 
in the second semester of junior year, 
students treat their own client for an 
entire semester. Ms. Cimino believes 
that easing into clinic is very beneficial 
for undergraduates because it not 
only gives them the opportunity to 
work with a client but also allows 
them to learn how to complete clinical 
paperwork. She stated, “Our students 
enter graduate school with some 
clinical experience under their belts 
so that when they begin the first year 
of graduate studies, they already are 
familiar with basic treatment processes 
and paperwork and are able to treat 
5-10 clients per semester.” 

Graduate students complete two 
full semesters of clinical rotations, a 
diagnostic clinical rotation, and two 
fieldwork placements. Apart from 
the opportunity to complete on- and 
off-campus clinical rotations, Ms. 
Cimino said “our students conduct 
weekly evaluations individually and 
collaboratively with other students.” 
Then, in the second semester of the 
junior year, students treat their own 
client for an entire semester. However, 
a few students have completed their 
fieldwork placements in Colorado, 
South Carolina, Virginia, and Germany.

Ms. Cimino said that “an interesting 
aspect of our program is that our 
faculty specialists work closely with  
our clinical staff and students to  
ensure that optimal services are 
provided to our clients.” After talking 
with Ms. Cimino, it is apparent that the 
clinical experience that our students 
receive is outstanding. With access to 
the best assessment and treatment 
options as well as early introduction to 
clinic, our students get the complete 
package of clinical experiences and  
are equipped to enter the workforce 
upon graduation and become 
consummate professionals. 
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Professor PUBLISHING Textbook   ’18 ALEXANDRA IRR

Kathleen Scaler 
Scott, Ph.D., 
CCC-SLP, BCS-F, 
Associate 
Professor of 
Speech-Language 
Pathology at 
Misericordia 
University, will 
publish her third 
book, titled 

Fluency Plus: Managing Fluency 
Disorders in Individuals with Multiple 
Diagnoses in the spring of 2018.. Dr. 
Scaler Scott’s book is geared towards 
practicing speech-language pathologists 
(SLPs), students, and professors 
teaching about fluency disorders in the 
field of speech-language pathology.

Dr. Scaler Scott’s inspiration to write 
Fluency Plus was found in her 24 years 
of experience as a clinician, professor, 
and researcher. Throughout these years, 
Dr. Scaler Scott noticed that more 
and more complex cases with various 
concomitant disorders have arisen in 
the field of speech-language pathology. 
Speaking to the increasing complexity 
of communication disorders, Dr. Scaler 
Scott stated, “In addition to more 
complicated fluency cases, many of 
these cases also have other diagnoses, 
such as autism or learning disabilities, 
that can make management tricky. 
Some speech-language pathologists 
have lots of experience with these 
other diagnoses, but not as much with 
fluency disorders. Others have lots 
of experience with fluency disorders, 
but not as much with the concomitant 
diagnoses. By writing the book, I hope 
to provide a resource that provides 
information to handle the complexity 
of concomitant disorders, regardless of 
clinical background.”

The book summarizes the latest 
research on fluency disorders as well 
as executive functioning in fluency 
disorders. Fluency Plus also contains 
individual chapters detailing aspects 
of fluency disorders and concomitant 
diagnoses including learning disability, 

auditory processing disorder, 
language disorders, attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder, attention deficit 
disorder, autism spectrum disorder, 
selective mutism, as well as gifted and 
talented populations. Each chapter 
discusses management including self-
regulation and treatment strategies 
that are unique to each concomitant 
disorder. Fluency Plus also provides 
clinical strategies for differential 
diagnosis and assessment. 

Dr. Scaler Scott hopes that her book 
will encourage clinicians to complete 
a thorough fluency analysis by making 
sure that they evaluate the client as 
a whole. She believes that careful 
analysis will help clinicians develop 
hypotheses about their clients. Dr. 
Scaler Scott’s book stresses the 
importance of flexibility, which entails 
that clinicians feel comfortable enough 
to change their theories about their 
clients if presented with new evidence. 
Dr. Scaler Scott also hopes that her 
book encourages clinicians to consider 
the executive functioning issues a client 
may face and how these executive 
functioning issues might be related to 
progress in treatment.

When asked about her experience 
writing her third book, Dr. Scaler Scott 
stated, “It is always an honor to be 
asked to write a book, and it is also 
very humbling. You constantly must 
reflect on whether your message is 
clear and accessible to your different 
audiences, and whether the information 
is relevant and practical for clinical 
use. I could not have written this book 
without the support, encouragement 
and patience of my professional 
colleagues and students. I also could 
not have written it without all the 
clients and families who entrusted 
me with their care over the years and 
helped me learn from them.”

More information about Dr. Scaler 
Scott’s book can be found on the 
publisher’s website,  
http://www.healio.com/books.

Dr. Kathleen
Scaler Scott

Hub of Activity
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at Misericordia. Danielle Spagnuolo, 
a graduate student collaborating with 
Dr. Mesquita says, “[He] understands 
the process that we need to go 
through to analyze our data at a level 
that very few of us can grasp. When 
asked about the reason behind this 
research, Dr. Mesquita responded, 
“Our goal is to make better and 
cheaper instruments so that fNIRS 
could be used in different applications, 
ranging from research labs to a variety 
of clinical settings, such as neuro-ICUs 
(Intensive Care Units) and psychology 
clinics—or even in a patient’s home.

Research with fNIRS can be found 
in many different areas of study. Dr. 
Mesquita’s specialization in fNIRS 
allows him to collaborate with different 
professions. From his background in 
Physics, he is able to bring a unique 
perspective and research interest to 
the field. When asked about the reason 
behind this research, Dr. Mesquita 
responded, “Our goal is to make better 
and cheaper instruments so that fNIRS 
could be used in different applications, 
ranging from research labs to a variety 
of clinical settings, such as neuro-ICUs 
(Intensive Care Units) and psychology 
clinics—or even in a patient’s home.” 

Dr. Mesquita spends a lot of his time in 
his lab because of his love for what he 
does; however, he does not spend all 
of his time in the lab. When he is not 
there, he likes to exercise and read about 
various topics, such as home décor, sports, 
education, and technology. He also enjoys 
traveling regularly, specifically to rain 
forest destinations. As much as his work in 
physics focuses on understanding nature, 
he also likes to spend time appreciating 
nature, whether that is hiking through 
the woods and around lakes, watching 
sunsets, or camping with his wife. 

Dr. Mesquita has been a great help 
and partner to Misericordia’s fNIRS 
research labs since 2011 and we 
could not be more appreciate of his 
collaboration. He has helped enhance 
our understanding of our research, and 
we look forward to growing even more 
with his continuing partnership. 

Dr. Rickson Mesquita is an assistant 
professor at the University of 
Campinas in São Paulo, Brazil and a 
researcher at the Brazilian Institute of 
Neuroscience and Neurotechnology 
(BRAINN). Working collaboratively 
with our research labs since 2011, he 
has been designing and creating novel 
methods of analysis for functional 
Near-Infrared Spectroscopy (fNIRS) in 
speech and voice tasks. At Misericordia 
University, these methods are used in 
experimental protocols. When asked 
about Dr. Mesquita’s contributions, 
Cara Imbalzano, an undergraduate 
student, responded, “Dr. Mesquita 
has been constantly assisting our 
fNIRS research teams by aiding us in 
further developing our understanding 
of complex analysis methods. We are 
very fortunate to have the opportunity 
to collaborate with professionals at the 
international level.” Dr. Mesquita is very 
excited about this collaboration, saying, 
“It has been a great experience to work 
with Misericordia. I am particularly 
excited about the results of the studies 
that we have conducted.”

In 2005, Dr. Mesquita was first 
introduced to fNIRS while he was 
completing his doctoral degree. He 
had been working with functional 
neuroimaging with magnetic resonance 
imaging (fMRI) when a review paper 
on optical methods to probe the brain 
caught his attention. Dr. Mesquita 
subsequently went to work at the 
Harvard lab of Dr. David Boas—one 
of the pioneers in fNIRS. Dr. Mesquita 
was able to spend over a year in 
Dr. Boas’ lab and learn about fNIRS 
instrumentation and data analysis. As 
he progressed in his fNIRS research, 
it became clear to him that the 
optical signal from fNIRS was heavily 
influenced by systemic physiology, 
such as blood pressure, heart rate, 

skin conductance, and much more. Dr. 
Mesquita continued this line of research 
and completed his post-doctoral work in 
Dr. Arjun Yodh’s Laboratory for Research 
on the Structure of Matter at the 
University of Pennsylvania. This is where, 
in 2011, he met our research team, 
which has jointly published a few articles 
about diffuse correlation spectroscopy 
(DCS) and fNIRS with him and Dr. Yodh. 

Most recently, Dr. Mesquita’s interest has 
been drawn to using fNIRS to understand 
neural plasticity and the interaction of 
different regions of the brain when a 
person is resting. He has found that 
the brain works in specific interaction 
patterns that can be altered during 
function. Because of these findings, he 
has built his own fNIRS instrumentation 
that can be adapted for specific 
applications. When asked about the 
reason behind this research, Dr. Mesquita 
responded, “Our goal is to make better 
and cheaper instruments so that fNIRS 
could be used in different applications, 
ranging from research labs to a variety 
of clinical settings, such as neuro-ICUs 
(Intensive Care Units) and psychology 
clinics—or even at a patient’s home.” 

Dr. Mesquita has predominantly been 
working with fNIRS in his research. 
When asked about his interest, he 
stated “I am interested in investigating 
the brain noninvasively and in a 
portable way because fNIRS allows 
researchers to create experiments 
and answer questions that cannot be 
done with any other neuroimaging 
technique.” Dr. Mesquita’s training in 
biomedical physics is extremely helpful 
to the field and to the students here 

Research
   Collaboration AT AN    
     International LEVEL 
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study abroad trip to Florence, Italy 
included a class about Italian literature 
which transferred as an English credit 
through Misericordia University. 
Leading up to the trip, she attended 
several informative meetings about 
the requirements for the class and 
the trip. Romeo’s choice to spread 
her trips over the summer or spring 
breaks made it very easy to complete 
the rigorous speech-language 
pathology program and participate in 
service trips. Romeo notes that even 
if a student’s core requirements are 
met, the classes would be eligible 
to transfer as elective credits. She 
admits that the assignments and tests 
due immediately after some spring 
break trips can be very off-putting;  
however, she was able to complete her 
assignments before her trips, which 
allowed her to be stress-free during 
her stay. Romeo states, “With a little 
time management and planning ahead, 
it’s very do-able and totally worth it!”

Planning ahead seems to be key in the 
pursuit of taking a trip, whether it is 
abroad or local, over the summer or 
during a semester. Every encounter 
I’ve had with an individual studying 
abroad has been positive, despite the 
extra work and planning that comes 
along with it. She admits that the 
assignments and tests due immediately 
after some spring break trips can be 
very off-putting; however, she was able 
to complete her assignments before her 
trips, which allowed her to be stress-free 
during her stay. The overall theme seems 
to be “If there is a will, there is a way.” 

If studying abroad for a semester does 
not work into a student’s schedule, 
the staff at Misericordia University 
is more than willing to find a way to 
send any student willing to complete 
the requirements away on a trip, while 
making sure they stay on track with 
their program. In the words of Katie 
Bowman, “Bottom line, just do it!”

It’s no secret 
that the 
Misericordia 
University 
Speech 
Language 
Pathology 
program is 
not one for 
the faint of 
heart. Multiple 
18 credit 
semesters, 
summer 

courses, and observation requirements 
create what can be an overwhelming 
undertaking when pursuing this career. 
Although I love the idea of studying 
abroad and going on mission trips, I 
put those desires on hold because my 
education comes first. Initially, I never 
thought this program would allow time 
for trips that other majors seem to be 
able to do, but after further investigation, 
I realized that many of our speech-
language pathology students have 
recently studied abroad and participated 
in mission trips. I had the opportunity to 
talk to four of our students who made 
this dream a reality. Katie Bowman, 
Jessica Hanly, Dana Jolley, and Kylie 
Romeo explain how they made their trips 
work with their rigorous schedules while 
still graduating on time.

Katie Bowman spent a semester abroad 
in Perugia, Italy during her sophomore 
year. Katie immediately knew she 
wanted to study abroad when she 
started school, but had to figure out the 
technicalities of making this possible. 
She was able to sit down with the study 
abroad coordinator and her department 
advisor to outline her schedule for her 
remaining years in the program. Despite 
the requirements, Bowman says that 
“even though there is all this moving 
around of classes, everyone is there 
to help you to succeed.” She said that 
her advisor outlined a plan where she 
could maintain the balance between 
remaining a full-time student and staying 
with her cohort. She said it was worth it 

in the end because she had a fantastic 
semester in Italy. Bowman encourages 
other sophomores to take advantage  
of the new program layout, which 
is even more accommodating for a 
semester abroad!

Dana Jolley also traveled during a break 
from classes, but hers was a summer 
study abroad trip in Florence, Italy for 
about a month. She also traveled to 
Ireland during the summer for a Mercy 
Leadership conference. Jolley also was 
able to do both without any difficulty, 
because the trips took place over the 
summer. She would encourage students 
to travel over the summer because 
students will not miss an entire semester 
of classes.

Jessica Hanly took a different route to 
experience the trips that Misericordia 
University has to offer. She did it 
without giving up an entire semester. 
Hanly was a part of a spring break trip 
for four days to Oakleaf Therapeutic 
Horse Farm in Nicholson, Pennsylvania, 
where staff performed therapy sessions 
for children with autism, cerebral palsy, 
and other special needs. Her trip 
was very service-oriented, which she 
says, “is a great way to expand your 
horizons, open your mind, meet new 
people, and get more immersed in the 
human population.” Applications for 
service trips are available in advance, 
allowing proper time for students to 
plan their schedules accordingly.

Kylie Romeo has taken advantage of 
multiple trips throughout her years in 
the program and is the ultimate proof 
that these types of trips are possible, 
even for speech-language pathology 
students. She studied abroad in 
Florence, Italy for a month during the 
summer after her sophomore year, 
did a service trip to Guyana for two 
and a half weeks the summer after 
her junior year, and has been on three 
spring break trips to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; Schenectady, New York; 
and Washington D.C. Romeo’s summer 

STUDENTS Study Abroad AND TAKE PART IN Mission Trips  ’21 ANNA HERSHEY 

Kylie Romeo, student, 
and Jude from St. John 

Bosco Orphanage  
in Guyana 
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Marshal for Syracuse University. Each 
year, one doctoral student is chosen to 
represent the Graduate School at various 
events, assist with the hooding of fellow 
Ph.D. recipients, and lead the Ph.D. 
candidates into the Commencement 
ceremony. I was very humbled and 
proud to represent the Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
at these events. Currently, I am finishing 
setting up my lab, preparing my 
dissertation for publication, and working 
on a few research projects I will be 
starting this fall. 

What is your outlook on being a 
professor after many years of acting 
in the student role?
I’ve had a great experience so far 
being a professor at Ithaca, but I’m 
sure any new faculty member will tell 
you the first year is the hardest. One 
aspect of the program here at Ithaca 
that I love is that academic faculty 
not only teach courses and conduct 
research, but we also supervise in 
the clinic. Learning to balance these 

Carly Jo Hosbach received her 
Master’s Degree in Speech Language 
Pathology from Misericordia University 
in 2009, but she took much more than 
a diploma with her after graduation. 
Through her undergraduate studies 
at Ohio University along with the 
instruction she received at Misericordia 
University, Dr. Hosbach knew she 
wanted to continue her studies by 
pursuing a research doctorate. She 
ended up in the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders doctoral 
program at Syracuse University. She 
is now an assistant professor at Ithaca 
College. I was fortunate enough to 
ask her a few questions about her 
time at Misericordia University and 
how it shaped her academic and 
professional paths as well as her recent 
accomplishments and projects.

What was your experience like at 
Misericordia and what is your fondest 
memory?
My time at Misericordia was truly 
wonderful. I went to a fairly large 
school for undergrad, so when I 
came to Misericordia I appreciated 
how intimate the program was; it’s 
definitely like being part of a family. 
I liked having smaller class sizes, and 
felt fully supported both academically 
and clinically. When I was a graduate 
student (2007-2009) the department 
was still located in Mercy Hall, and 
I have many fond memories of that 
location, especially seeing my first 
client, spending many hours in the 
student workroom, and taking all of 
our classes in the room at the end of 
the hallway. And of course, who could 
forget [Clinical Director] Lori’s delicious 
baked goods!

What lead you to decide to pursue a 
doctorate? Did you know you wanted 
to pursue a doctorate while studying 
at Misericordia? 
Science has long been my favorite 
subject. I vividly remember how eager I 

was in elementary school to participate 
in the annual science fair. Something 
about the scientific method always 
appealed to me; coming up with a 
question and hypothesis, designing a 
way to test it, analyzing data, it’s all 
very exciting! And I’ve always had an 
innate curiosity about the human body, 
particularly with regard to anatomy 
and physiology. I began studying voice 
with Dr. Kim Steinhauer when I was a 
freshman in high school, and meeting 
her completely changed my life. I 
had never heard of Speech-Language 
Pathology before meeting Kim, and 
after learning about all the ways the 
larynx can be manipulated to change 
the acoustic output through the Estill 
Voice Training Model, I was hooked. 

After volunteering and assisting for a 
few research projects in undergrad, I 
knew research was something I wanted 
to continue in my graduate studies. 
When I was considering graduate 
programs, my advisor at Ohio University 
suggested Misericordia because he knew 
Dr. Glen Tellis. I did know coming into 
my Master’s program that I eventually 
wanted to pursue a Ph.D., and I was 
fortunate enough to complete a Master’s 
Thesis with Dr. Cari Tellis. It was a great 
experience, and something I absolutely 
recommend to any graduate student who 
is considering pursuing a Ph.D. When 
I started the application process for 
doctoral school, the advice and guidance 
I received from my former professors at 
Misericordia along with my Misericordia 
classmates who had completed their 
Ph.D.’s [Jessica Kisenwether and Erik Raj], 
was invaluable.

What are your recent accomplishments 
and current projects?
I started working as an Assistant 
Professor at Ithaca College last fall 
while I was finishing my dissertation, 
which I defended in December. This 
past spring, I had the incredible honor 
of being selected as the 2017 Graduate 

 AN Interview
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Regarding advocacy, ASHA’s Native 
American Caucus is dedicated to “the 
provision of quality speech, language, 
and hearing services to all American 
Indian/Alaska Native people who have 
communication disorders. Inherent 
to the appropriate delivery of these 
services is a respect for traditional 
values and the uniqueness of each 
individual.” Whiteduck is planning 
on joining the Caucus herself as 
a student member, but she wants 
other professionals to know that a 
person does not have to be Native 
American to join. The caucus has 
an open membership for all who 
wish to be involved. The caucus has 
76 total members and Whiteduck 
hopes membership will increase. “I 
think the best way to recruit new 
members is to inform students and 
clinicians about the potential impact 
they can have on Native Americans 
who have communication disorders.” 
The caucus serves as a medium for 
conversations about topics that 
impact Native American populations. 
The caucus also supports research 
endeavors, provides information, 
and advocates for public awareness 
and understanding of the unique and 
special Native American culture. In 
closing, Whiteduck said, “If you would 
like more information about Native 
American populations or have an 
interest in serving Native Americans 
who have communication disorders, I 
encourage you to get as involved as 
possible!”

The SLP department at Misericordia 
University is thrilled to have such  
an extraordinary student be part of 
our program. 

The Speech-Language Pathology 
Program at Misericordia University 
is an entry-level five-year Master’s 
Degree program; however, not every 
student enrolled in our program 
enters as a first-year student. Chantal 
Whiteduck enrolled in our program 
just in time to start the fall semester 
of her second-year at the University. 
Originally enrolling as a Pre-Physical 
Therapy major, Whiteduck explains that 
she knew she always had a passion to 
help people, but she realized Physical 
Therapy was not the right outlet for her 
to serve others. She looked into other 
“helping professions” and observed 
a speech-language pathologist during 
this process. When she was in the 
waiting room of a facility, she spoke 
with the parents of a patient who 
gushed about how their daughter’s 
speech-language pathologist made 
such a difference in their lives and 
expressed their immense gratitude for 
the clinician. Following this exchange, 
Whiteduck’s search for another  
helping profession was over. She had 
fallen in love with the field of Speech-
Language Pathology.

Whiteduck explains, “The transition 
into the Speech-Language Pathology 
Program was definitely easier than I 
had expected it to be. Coming into 
a new major was very intimidating. 
I was a bit nervous because the 
program sets very high standards for 
students, such as maintaining a high 
grade point average requirement at 
all times. Whiteduck is appreciative, 
however, of the immense support and 
assistance given to her by all members 
of the department—from students 
and professors, to our administrative 
assistant, Pamela Rogers. Whiteduck 
said, “the support provided from the 
department was phenomenal. There 
is always help if a student needs it!” 
Chantal believes that the transition was 
smooth because “the program is run 
soundly with clear objectives in mind to 
help all students reach their goals.”

After Whiteduck graduates from 
Misericordia University with her 
Master’s Degree in Speech-Language 
Pathology and receives her Certificate 
of Clinical Competence, she will 
become a member of the American 
Speech-Language Hearing Association 
(ASHA). She will be the 508th Native 
American in the profession out of 
191,500 professionals in the field. 
She explains, “I know that I’ll be one 
more Native American in the field, 
but I hope that one day there will be 
more professionals in the field with 
my background.” “I wish for more 
Native Americans to be involved in 
this incredible field. There are many 
Native American populations who need 
adequate access to proper speech-
language pathology and audiology 
services around the country. I believe 
that if more Native Americans enter 
the field, we will be better able to 
serve other Native Americans who have 
speech, language, and hearing issues.” 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:

     ’20 Chantal Whiteduck   ’20 CARA IMBALZANO
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confident in themselves so that they 
can be equal communication partners. 
Abriel continues to demonstrate her 
dedication to her clients daily and the 
Misericordia University community 
wishes her nothing but the best and 
hopes to continue to see her advocate 
for her patients as well as grow 
professionally.

Abriel graduated from Misericordia 
University with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Health Sciences and a Master’s 
Degree in Speech Language 
Pathology in May 2017.

Misericordia University’s Speech-
Language Pathology Department 
continues to evoke excellence in their 
students in the program by not only 
following the four charisms of mercy, 
service, justice, and hospitality, but 
also by pushing their students to go 
above and beyond in their professional 
lives. The department’s dedication to 
their students’ careers has not gone 
unnoticed. Misericordia University’s own 
Abriel McCann was awarded the 2017 
Von Drach Memorial Scholarship at the 
Pennsylvania Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association (PSHA) Convention in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Our students 
have won this award nine of the last  
ten years.  

The Pennsylvania Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (PSHA) established 
the Von Drach Memorial Scholarship in 
memory of Dr. Robert Von Drach and 
in recognition of his dedication and 
years of service to the profession. The 

scholarship is awarded annually to a 
qualified student who is enrolled full-
time in an entry-level academic degree 
for professional level certification 
candidacy in speech-language 
pathology, audiology, or education 
of the hearing impaired within the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The 
recipient must have demonstrated 
a desire to grow professionally, 
participated in professional activities, 
and shown leadership qualities within 
departmental/community activities. 
Abriel McCann has demonstrated 
all of these characteristics from her 
diligent work in fluency research to 
her personal relationship with many of 
her clients. In her acceptance speech, 
she spoke of a client she treated who 
stuttered and who had a major impact 
on her life. She said, “This client 
inspired me to always help people 
feel that their communication disorder 
should not define them as a person. I 
will strive to always help people feel 

Abriel McCann ’17  
  AWARDED THE Von Drach Memorial Scholarship
’19 D’MANDA PRICE

Abriel McCann
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I would never have found my love 
of working in Inpatient Rehab and 
hospital settings if it was not for 
the externship opportunities I was 
afforded at Misericordia. But more 
importantly, I believe it was the 
education I received as a first-year 
graduate student at Misericordia that 
helped shape me into the clinician 
I am today . The support, guidance, 
and training provided by the entire 
department at Misericordia turned 
a curious girl from Pittsburgh into 
a Speech-Language Pathologist. In 
addition, the experience of completing 
a thesis only solidified that I wanted 
research to be a part of my future 
career. Now, as an assistant professor, 
I hope to impart what I learned at 
Misericordia to a new generation of 
students, and to continue my research 
in laryngeal physiology. 

three facets of my job was difficult 
at first, but I am fortunate to have 
such wonderful support from my 
colleagues. I also feel that my time at 
Syracuse absolutely contributed to my 
preparedness in being a new professor. 
Not only did I have a phenomenal 
mentor, Dr. Soren Lowell, but I was 
also able to supervise students in the 
clinic and teach modules of courses 
throughout my doctoral program—
which made the transition from 
student to professor a lot easier. 
I still feel and think like a student 
sometimes, and I find I have to remind 
myself that I’m the professor! 

I definitely have a greater appreciation 
for the amount of work it takes to be in 
a professorial role, which is something 
I never realized as a student. It takes 
a lot of time and effort to prepare 
lectures and syllabi, and there are 
many other responsibilities professors 
have such as serving on committees 
and academic advising. When I was 
at Misericordia the faculty made 
everything look so easy, which I think is 
a testament to their talent as teachers 
and clinicians. Having such a great 
experience as a student at Misericordia, 
I knew that if I were to become a 
professor, I would want to be at a 
similar institution, which I believe I have 
found at Ithaca. 

Finally, how has Misericordia shaped 
your career path and your work in the 
field of Speech Language Pathology? 

An Interview with  
Dr. Carly Jo Hosbach ’09 
continued from page 5



research on the brain becomes 
complicated as you begin to attempt to 
single out what brain changes are truly 
the result of speech,” said Price.

The best part of the experience for 
professionals in the field such as Drs. 
Glen and Cari Tellis is watching students 
work hard toward a goal and gain the 
rewards from it. “The students spent 
hours in the lab running participants and 
analyzing data, and those on the outside 
don’t see the hard work that the team 
puts in, but when they get to present at 
these conferences, their reward is that 
they actually get to talk to and meet 
professionals from around the world 
who are interested in their research,” 
said Dr. Glen Tellis. He believes that 
exposing students to research early on 
benefits not only them but also the field 
as a whole. “Perhaps the biggest reward 
is that nearly every year for the last 
seven years we’ve had one student go 
on for a Ph.D. because this kind of 
research has sparked an interest in them. 
We have an acute shortage of research 
doctorates in our field, and we have 
found out that if we start them in 
research as first or second year students, 
they’ll have around four years of 
research under their belts while in other 
universities they may not get exposed to 
research until the last year of their 
master’s program,” said Glen Tellis.

Danielle Spagnuolo stated, “I think 
research teaches students to think 
critically, to be challenging, and to 
challenge themselves and their 
professors to find solutions to issues.” 

Imbalzano, who started research as a 
first-year student and plans to continue 
doing it for the rest of her university 
career, has her own reason for doing 
research. “I always knew I wanted to 
help people and I feel that through 
research you can help a broader range 
of people such as helping clinicians find 
answers to their questions or discovering 
more effective therapy techniques; 
having concrete evidence that therapy 
works will validate the profession of 
Speech-Language Pathology.”

During the fall 
semester of the 
2016-2017 
academic year, a 
student-faculty 
research team in 
the Department 
of Speech-
Language 
Pathology at 
Misericordia 
University 
presented 
research studies 
at the Society for 

Functional Near Infrared Spectroscopy 
Biennial Meeting in Paris, France.

The conference was hosted by Descartes 
University’s Institute of Neuroscience 
and Cognition. The research team that 
presented at the conference consisted 
of mentors Glen Tellis, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, 
professor and chair, and Cari Tellis, 
Ph.D., CCC-SLP, professor; students 
Cara Imbalzano, D’manda Price, and 
Danielle Spagnuolo, and recent 
graduates Erin Roberts, M.S., CCC-SLP, 
and Tia Spagnuolo, M.S., CF-SLP.

The innovative technology called 
functional Near-Infrared Spectroscopy 
(fNIRS) was the main feature at the 
conference. The optical technique of 
fNIRS uses a light source in a safe region 
of the electromagnetic spectrum to 
measure hemoglobin concentration 
changes in real time at the surface of the 
brain. These changes alert investigators 
to areas of the brain with increased 
activation and deactivation related to a 
specific task.

The two main reasons the team decided 
to use fNIRS is because of its cost and 
versatility, explains Dr. Cari Tellis. “We 
are using fNIRS in our research because 
it allows us to look at the brain while 
individuals are performing different 

tasks. It is a relatively inexpensive type 
of brain imaging that allows for a wide 
variety of tasks to be performed in our 
research environment while also 
examining changes in hemoglobin 
concentrations in different parts of the 
brain. We are hoping that these studies 
are going to help speech-language 
pathologists in creating more 
individualized treatment plans for voice 
and fluency clients so as to increase 
generalization and decrease client 
drop-out.” 

Aside from the research itself, each team 
member shared her favorite aspect of 
the conference.  

“The most rewarding part was being 
given the chance to talk to people from 
all around the world about how they 
conduct their research. There were 
people from places like the Ukraine, 
Poland, Germany, and Africa who we 
were able to ask questions to and get 
input from,” said Imbalzano.

Danielle Spagnuolo is thankful for having 
had the opportunity to talk to experts in 
the field.

“A person who I consider to be a big 
name in our field came to one of our 
posters to ask about our research. It was 
so exciting to be able to sit down with 
her and have her give us some tips in a 
very constructive and encouraging 
manner. It’s not an opportunity most 
people get while they’re still 
undergraduates,” said Spagnuolo.

D’manda Price found it interesting how 
nervous she and her team were about 
going to the conference and how 
nervous attendees were about talking to 
them due to how complicated their 
research sounded. “I can remember we 
were all nervous about the conference 
because we knew it was going to be a 
more science-based one as compared to 
the speech-language pathology 
centered ones we usually attend. We 
tried to pay close attention to our 
vocabulary, but it turned out that people 
were actually nervous to come up to us 
to ask questions since speech-related 

Students AND  Faculty
 ATTEND Conference IN 
           Paris, France
 ’20 ANNETTE RITZKO

Left to right are: 
Danielle Spagnuolo, 
D’manda Price, and         

Cara Imbalzano
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benefit concert featuring Misericordia’s 
Beyond Harmony and Dance Ensemble. 
This year’s concert was entitled 
“Wheels for Juliann,” and all proceeds 
benefitted Brighter Journeys in support 
of a local girl, Juliann Tompkins. 

Eight year-old Juliann suffers from 
a rare chromosomal disorder called 
Cockayne syndrome, which leaves her 
unable to do various tasks that many 
of us take for granted. The goal for 
NSSLHA and Brighter Journeys was to 
raise enough money so that a Rifton 
adaptive tricycle could be purchased 
through Brighter Journeys for Juliann, 
which would allow her to be more 
mobile. We sold t-shirts, bracelets, 
raffle tickets for baskets, and tickets 
for the concert. It was well attended 
by family, friends, and local community 
members who were all given the 
opportunity to support this amazing 
cause. At the conclusion of the concert, 
the crowd was introduced to Juliann 
as she took the stage with her mother, 
Christina Tompkins. Christina discussed 
Juliann’s disabilities and expressed 
gratitude to everyone who was involved 
with the concert. The NSSLHA officers 
ended the event by announcing that 
they had raised $3,800 for Brighter 
Journeys and an additional sum was 
added to raise the total to $4,200. 
NSSLHA’s hard work and dedication to 
serve others was displayed through this 
event, as well as all the other volunteer 
opportunities that our club took part in 
throughout the school year. 

Members of the Misericordia University 
chapter of the National Student Speech 
Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA) 
worked to improve the lives of others 
by participating in various volunteer 
events throughout the 2016-2017 
academic year. During the year, the 
club visited the Mercy Center in Dallas, 
Pennsylvania, where members played 
bingo and interacted with residents. 
At Thanksgiving, many members were 
involved with contacting local families in 
need and personally delivered meals to 
them for the holiday. In February 2017, 
the club was involved with Adventures in 
Learning in Dallas, Pennsylvania, where 
members read to preschool-age children 
and donated 39 books to the children. 
Our club was also involved with Night 
to Shine, a prom held for individuals 
with special needs. NSSLHA members 
volunteered at various on campus events, 
such as the Santa Brunch that was 
sponsored by Misericordia University. In 
April 2017, our members participated in 
the Student Government Association’s 
annual spring carnival as well as a Relay 
for Life event. In total, $2,100 was raised 
for the American Cancer Society through 
personal fundraising and basket raffles. 
We ended the year with a banquet to 
celebrate all our volunteer efforts. 

Along with the many volunteer projects 
that NSSLHA took on during the 
school year, a major accomplishment 

was partnering with the nonprofit 
organization, Brighter Journeys. 
This nonprofit aims to provide items 
that improve lives of children with 
special needs. Elizabeth Heinmiller, a 
sophomore Speech-Language Pathology 
student and President of NSSLHA 
during the 2016-2017 academic year, 
said, “partnering with Brighter Journeys 
was important to us because we wanted 
to reach out to our community in a way 
that would have relevance to our major. 
Brighter Journeys gave us the perfect 
opportunity to help local kids with 
special needs.” In April 2017, our club 
returned to volunteer during their annual 
Easter Egg Hunt for children with special 
needs and again partnered with Brighter 
Journeys in May 2017 for our 3rd annual 

NSSLHA: A YEAR IN REVIEW   
’20 JORDAN SEPROSKY
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knowledge, and skills to change the 
lives of children. At the end of the day, 
we are all family. Everyone has the 
opportunity to contribute ideas and 
everyone’s input is important.  

BS: How do you see Operation Smile 
continuing to grow as a positive 
influence in the world?  

KM: This year is Operation Smile’s 
35th anniversary and to celebrate 
we have launched a global campaign 
called UNTIL WE HEAL. First inspired 
by students, the campaign is a global 
movement uniting like-minded 
advocates and world leaders to 
advance access to safe surgery for all 
people with cleft conditions. 

Safe surgery means providing patients 
with the highest quality of care, based 
on the highest medical standards, no 
matter where they live. We are creating 
platforms for activism, awareness-
building, government engagement, 
and the establishment of local medical 
programs to create long-term solutions 
to this problem.  

BS: How are speech-language 
pathologists integrated into the teams 
and missions of Operation Smile? How 
do speech pathologists or students in 
general become eligible to volunteer 
for a mission? 

KM: Our speech-language pathologists 
have a wide range and depth of 
educational and clinical experiences in 
cleft and other craniofacial disorders. 
They partner with the medical team 
to provide insight into which types of 
procedures or non-surgical options 
to ensure the best speech outcome 
for every individual patient. They 
also work with patients and families 
on nutrition and general speech 
and language education. To apply 
to volunteer as a speech language 
pathologist, visit this link:  
https://mvac.operationsmile.org/home.  

interest in service for others and how 
did Misericordia shape your interests in 
pursuing a life of service? 

KM: My professors were always 
willing to help. They took their roles 
as educators seriously and pushed the 
students to ask themselves how they 
could make the world a better place.  

I remember how wonderful it was when 
Misericordia honored me with a Doctor 
of Humane Letters and the Alumni 
Medallion Award in 1997.  

BS: What inspired you and your 
husband to found Operation Smile 
and why did you decide to create an 
international charity? 

KM: Almost 35 years ago my husband, 
Dr. Bill Magee, and I went on our first 
medical mission to the Philippines with 
a group of medical volunteers to repair 
cleft lips and cleft palates of children. 
Everywhere we turned, people pushed 
their babies at us, tugged at our sleeves 
with tears in their eyes, and begged 
us to help their children. Hundreds of 
families were hoping to receive surgery, 
but we were only able to care for about 
40 kids. We couldn’t take care of every 
child at the time, but we knew we had to 
go back to help them. At that moment, 
Operation Smile was born.   

BS: As your role as President of 
Operation Smile, what leadership 
qualities have you found important 
to unite volunteers and medical staff 
to your charity’s cause and how have 
those qualities helped you to plan 
for missions with various cultures and 
governments throughout the world? 

KM: No matter where they come from, 
from Honduras to China, our volunteers 
are all united by the common goal of 
taking care of children and providing 
them with the highest quality of care. 
Today, we have thousands of medical 
volunteers from more than 80 different 
countries. They all donate their time, 

Operation Smile – MAKING A Difference ONE Smile AT A TIME

’20 BRIANNA SPILSBURY 
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All students who enter Misericordia 
are taught to infuse the values of 
mercy, service, justice, and hospitality 
into their lives. Kathleen Magee, the 
current President of Operation Smile, 
is a Misericordia University alumna who 
has devoted her life to fulfilling these 
values and helping those in need all 
around the world. Mrs. Magee received 
her B.S.N. degree from Misericordia 
University and then attended various 
universities throughout the world to 
receive her M.Ed., M.S.W., and other 
graduate degrees.  

In a short interview, Mrs. Magee offered 
a revealing insight into her experience at 
Misericordia University, the creation of 
Operation Smile, and an understanding 
of how speech-language pathology 
students can become involved in 
Operation Smile.   

BS: First, I just wanted to ask you a few 
questions about your experience at 
Misericordia. What was your favorite 
memory from the time that you spent  
at Misericordia?  

KM: I have many fond memories of my 
time at Misericordia, so it’s difficult to just 
choose one. The thing I remember most 
is the heart-felt mission of the Sisters 
of Mercy. You mentioned that students 
today are taught to embody the values of 
mercy, service, justice, and hospitality and 
as an alumna I could not agree more. 

BS: Did any of those memories or 
student activities further develop your 

William P. Magee Jr. and  
Kathleen Magee with a patient 
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I loved receiving this 11th edition of 
our newsletter. As fall comes around, 
I look forward to reading about all the 
accomplishments in our department 
from the previous year. Our 
department is now in its 15th year of 
existence and I am excited to see that 
the quality of each cohort of students 
keeps improving. 

Our incoming first year students 
were again in the top 10% of their 
high school graduating class and the 
majority of our students excelled in 
the program. Our 2017 graduating 
class received 100% first time passing 
scores on the PRAXIS-SLP national 
examination. Many of our students 
presented numerous papers with 
faculty members at state, national, 
and international conferences. A 
majority of our students are engaged 
in advanced research. We are  
equally pleased that eight of our 
alumni have either completed their 
research doctorates and are now 
faculty members at universities or  
are in the process of completing  
their doctorates.

At the state convention in Harrisburg, 
the Misericordia chapter of NSSLHA 
received the PSHA Chapter Award 
as the best chapter in Pennsylvania. 
At the convention, one of our 
students—Abriel McCann received 
the Von Drach Memorial Scholarship 
that is awarded to the outstanding 
graduate student from the entire 
state of Pennsylvania. For nine of 
the past 10 years a Misericordia 
student has received this award. 
Danielle Spagnuolo, one of our juniors 
received the North East Pennsylvania 
Speech-Language Hearing Association 
of Pennsylvania Scholarship. Amy 
Viti, recently received the Indoor and 
Outdoor MAC Scholar Athlete of the 
Year Award as well as MAC Women’s 
Outdoor Track Athlete of the Year. 
She was the 2017 valedictorian. 

The faculty have presented at 
numerous conferences, published 
papers, and written books. Faculty 

also served as reviewers and editorial 
consultants for premier journals in our 
discipline. In 2017, the SLP department 
co-sponsored with the Hazleton Area 
School District Early Intervention 
Department, a full-day seminar that 
was attended by over 100 professional 
and students. Our faculty received 
several grants in 2016-2017. We 
received funding from various sources, 
including: Community Foundation of 
the Endless Mountains, Erwine Home 
Health and Hospice, Inc., Landmark 
Community Bank, Liquidhub, First 
National Community Bank, Gabriel 
Bernabeo Initiative, M&T Charitable 
Foundation, Philadelphia Insurance 
Companies, RERC on Universal 
Interface and Information Technology 
Access (UIITA) (Funding from NIDRR), 
the Romich Foundation, and Weis 
Markets. Funding has allowed us to 
provide cutting-edge services and 
maintain state-of-the art clinic and 
research facilities. 

The Speech-Language and Hearing 
Center continues to provide a 
valuable service to the community. 
We continue our partnerships with 
numerous agencies including the 
Hazleton Area School District’s 
Office of Special Education 
Early Intervention Program. Our 
department also was featured in 
several newspaper articles and 
radio and television interviews, 
raising the profile of the program 
locally and nationally. This publicity 
has increased the awareness of the 
department in the community and 
has resulted in a significant increase 
in the number of clients who receive 
services in our Speech-Language and 
Hearing Center. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of our 
newsletter. Please take a moment 
to browse through our department 
website (www.misericordia.edu/slp) 
and learn more about our program.

Glen Tellis, Ph.D.
Professor and Department Chair

Letter 
   FROM THE Chair 
GLEN TELLIS, PH.D.
PROFESSOR AND DEPARTMENT CHAIR



Make a gift TO THE SLP Student Fund
SEND A CHECK MADE OUT TO Misericordia University, by mail to  
Development Office, SLP Student Fund, 301 Lake Street, Dallas, PA 18612
Credit card payment (mail to the above address):

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________

Phone (day): ___________________________ (evening): ___________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________

     l $15      l $25      l $50      l $100      l $250      l Other $____________

l Check Enclosed

Please charge my credit card:   l Visa      l MasterCard      l  Discover

Card #: ____________________________________  Expiration: __________/__________

Name on card: _____________________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Please consider making a gift and 
helping students in the SLP program 
defray costs for clinical materials 
and activities, travel to conferences, 
research, and other activities. You can 
support this effort by contributing to 
the SLP Student Fund. All contributions 
are tax deductible. Also, check with 
your place of employment for a 
Matching Gift Program. 

You can give a gift in the following ways:

On-line at www.misericordia.edu/makeagift. 
Please put SLP Student Fund in the 
designation section under “Other.”

Call 570-674-6354 between 9:00 am and 
4:00 pm to make a gift over the phone.

Department of Speech-Language Pathology

301 Lake Street
Dallas, PA  18612-1090


